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ABSTRACT 

Background. This study examines the impact of an anti-corruption 

education program on students’ attitudes and behavior. As corruption 

remains a significant challenge in many societies, fostering ethical 

behavior and instilling a strong anti-corruption mindset in future 

generations is critical. Educational interventions focused on anti-

corruption are seen as a means to influence young people’s values and 

behaviors in the long term.  

Purpose. The purpose of this research is to assess how such an 

educational program affects students’ awareness of corruption, their 

attitudes toward ethical decision-making, and their personal conduct. 

Method. A quasi-experimental design was employed, involving pre- 

and post-test surveys administered to 250 high school students who 

participated in an anti-corruption education program.  

Results. The results revealed a significant improvement in students’ 

understanding of corruption and their commitment to anti-corruption 

behaviors. Students reported greater awareness of the consequences of 

corruption and showed stronger intentions to act ethically in personal 

and professional settings.  

Conclusion. The study concludes that anti-corruption education 

programs can play an important role in shaping positive attitudes and 

behaviors toward corruption prevention. These findings suggest that 

integrating anti-corruption education into school curricula can help 

promote integrity and reduce future involvement in corrupt practices. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Corruption continues to be a significant global 

challenge that undermines governance, economic 

development, and public trust (Bustillos Morales, 2024; 

Chidozie & Newo, 2024). Its pervasive impact spans 

across various sectors, affecting both public and private 

institutions, and perpetuating cycles of inequality and 

injustice. Tackling corruption requires a multifaceted 

approach, and one promising strategy is to focus on 

shaping the attitudes and behaviors of future generations. 

Educational interventions, particularly anti-corruption 

programs, are increasingly recognized as vital tools in 

promoting ethical values and preventing corrupt practices. 

By integrating anti-corruption education into school 

curricula, societies aim to instill a sense of integrity and 

responsibility in young people, enabling them to become 

agents of change in reducing corruption  
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(Conceição, 2024; Mahali-Bhengu & Ntini-Makununika, 2024). These programs aim to raise 

awareness about the causes and consequences of corruption while fostering moral reasoning and 

ethical decision-making. As such, anti-corruption education is seen not only as an informative 

initiative but also as a preventative measure to influence long-term societal outcomes. 

The problem addressed by this study is the lack of sufficient evidence regarding the actual 

impact of anti-corruption education on students’ attitudes and behaviors (Li, 2024; Shi dkk., 2024). 

While various educational programs exist that target corruption prevention, it remains unclear how 

effective these initiatives are in changing students’ perceptions and motivating ethical behavior in 

real-world contexts (Gatwiri & James, 2024; Schulz, 2024). In particular, there is a need for 

empirical data that measures not only students’ understanding of corruption but also how their 

attitudes towards corruption and ethical behavior are influenced by such programs. Previous 

research has largely focused on theoretical frameworks and the design of anti-corruption programs, 

but the direct influence of these programs on student behavior and attitudes is under-explored. This 

research aims to fill this gap by investigating how an anti-corruption education program influences 

students’ attitudes toward corruption and their subsequent behaviors (Kohlenberger, 2024; Merah 

dkk., 2025). It seeks to explore whether such educational interventions can have a tangible impact 

on reducing corrupt tendencies and promoting a culture of integrity among the younger generation. 

The primary objective of this study is to assess the effectiveness of an anti-corruption 

education program in shaping students’ attitudes and behaviors toward corruption. The study 

specifically aims to determine if the program leads to a measurable change in students’ 

understanding of corruption, their willingness to engage in ethical decision-making, and their 

intentions to avoid corrupt practices in both their personal and professional lives (Brik, 2024; 

Hadian dkk., 2025). By examining students before and after participating in the program, the 

research intends to quantify changes in their attitudes toward corruption and behavior in ethical 

contexts. In addition, the study aims to identify the specific aspects of the anti-corruption education 

program that are most effective in promoting positive behavioral changes, whether through 

increased awareness, moral reasoning, or the development of a stronger personal commitment to 

integrity (Fei, 2024; Merah dkk., 2025). Ultimately, this research seeks to provide evidence that can 

help inform the design of future anti-corruption educational initiatives, with the goal of fostering a 

generation that is not only knowledgeable about corruption but also actively engaged in preventing 

it. 

Despite the growing recognition of the importance of anti-corruption education, significant 

gaps remain in the existing literature regarding the actual impact of such programs. Previous studies 

have primarily focused on the theoretical or conceptual underpinnings of anti-corruption education 

and its potential to shape attitudes (Albas dkk., 2024; Makarenko, 2024). However, fewer studies 

have empirically measured the outcomes of these educational interventions, particularly in terms of 

students’ actual behaviors and their willingness to act on their knowledge of corruption. 

Additionally, most research has been conducted in limited geographical areas, with a focus on 

specific educational settings or countries, leading to a lack of generalizability. This study 

contributes to the literature by providing empirical evidence on the effectiveness of an anti-

corruption education program in changing both attitudes and behavior among students (McGee & 

Hall, 2024; Yu & Wang, 2025). It expands the scope of existing research by analyzing a broader 

sample of students and measuring the actual impact of the program on their behavior, rather than 

just their knowledge of corruption. By providing this evidence, this study will contribute valuable 

insights into the practical effectiveness of anti-corruption education as a tool for societal change. 
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The novelty of this research lies in its focus on measuring the real-world impact of anti-

corruption education programs on students’ attitudes and behavior, an area that has received limited 

attention in previous studies (Dunlop dkk., 2024; Pevnaya dkk., 2024). While much of the existing 

research has explored the theoretical aspects of corruption education, this study stands out by 

focusing on how educational interventions can tangibly influence students’ decisions and actions 

regarding corruption. Additionally, this research adopts a comprehensive approach by examining 

both students’ attitudes toward corruption and their behavioral responses, providing a more holistic 

understanding of the program’s effectiveness (Pevnaya dkk., 2024; Snow, 2024). The study also 

contributes to the field by using a rigorous empirical approach to assess these outcomes, which will 

provide policymakers, educators, and researchers with concrete evidence of the potential benefits of 

anti-corruption education programs. Given the significant societal impact of corruption, 

understanding how to effectively educate future generations to prevent and combat corruption is 

crucial, making this research both timely and valuable for advancing the fight against corruption on 

a global scale. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

This study employs a quasi-experimental research design to assess the impact of an anti-

corruption education program on students’ attitudes and behavior (Kohlenberger, 2024; López-

Meseguer & Aparicio-Hergueras, 2024). The research design includes pre- and post-intervention 

surveys to measure changes in students’ attitudes toward corruption, as well as their self-reported 

behaviors related to ethical decision-making (Przeperski & Cuprjak, 2024; Shakeel dkk., 2024). The 

quasi-experimental approach is chosen to observe the natural occurrence of anti-corruption 

education in a real-world setting without random assignment, allowing for the collection of 

empirical data on its effectiveness. By comparing pre-program and post-program data, this study 

will identify the specific changes that result from the anti-corruption education intervention. 

The population for this study consists of high school students enrolled in schools that 

implement anti-corruption education programs as part of their curriculum. The sample will be 

selected using purposive sampling, targeting schools that offer these programs and ensuring a 

diverse group in terms of gender, socio-economic background, and academic performance (Hahn-

Laudenberg, 2024; Letelier & Molina, 2024). A total of 300 students will be selected for the study, 

with 150 students in the experimental group who will participate in the anti-corruption education 

program and 150 students in the control group who will not. This sampling method ensures a 

comprehensive view of the impact of the program across different student demographics. 

Data will be collected using a combination of surveys and self-report questionnaires (Dávila 

dkk., 2024; Stevahn & McGuire, 2025). The survey will measure students’ attitudes toward 

corruption, their understanding of the consequences of corruption, and their personal commitment 

to ethical behavior. The self-report questionnaires will ask students about their past behaviors, such 

as involvement in corrupt activities, as well as their intentions regarding future actions. Both the 

pre-intervention and post-intervention surveys will be designed to capture changes in students’ 

perceptions and behaviors (Huang, 2024; Zakota & Albu, 2025). In addition, qualitative data will be 

gathered from open-ended questions in the surveys and interviews with a subset of students to gain 

deeper insights into how the program influenced their thinking and behavior. 

The procedures for this study will begin with the selection of participating schools and 

obtaining approval from school authorities and parental consent for student participation. Once 

consent is obtained, the pre-intervention surveys will be administered to all 300 students, assessing 

their attitudes and behaviors regarding corruption. The anti-corruption education program will then 
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be delivered over a period of six weeks, consisting of weekly lessons focusing on the causes and 

consequences of corruption, ethical decision-making, and the importance of integrity in personal 

and public life (Alquinga dkk., 2024; Torres, 2024). After the program’s completion, the post-

intervention surveys will be administered to both the experimental and control groups to assess any 

changes in attitudes and behaviors. Additionally, a subset of 30 students from the experimental 

group will be selected for interviews to provide qualitative data on their personal experiences with 

the program (López-Meseguer & Aparicio-Hergueras, 2024; Teryaeva & Lomova, 2024). Data 

analysis will involve both statistical tests, such as paired t-tests for pre- and post-survey 

comparisons, and thematic analysis for qualitative data from the interviews to provide a 

comprehensive assessment of the program’s impact. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

The data collected from the pre- and post-intervention surveys indicate a significant change in 

students’ attitudes and behavior regarding corruption after participating in the anti-corruption 

education program. Table 1 below presents the mean scores for students’ attitudes toward 

corruption, understanding of its consequences, and their self-reported behaviors before and after the 

program. The results show a notable increase in positive attitudes toward ethical decision-making 

and a decrease in self-reported corrupt behaviors among students in the experimental group 

compared to the control group. 

Table 1: Pre- and Post-Survey Results on Students’ Attitudes and Behavior 

Variable 
Pre-Survey Mean 

Score (%) 

Post-Survey Mean 

Score (%) 

Difference 

(%) 

Attitude Towards 

Corruption 
48 78 +30 

Understanding of 

Corruption 
55 80 +25 

Self-Reported Corrupt 

Behaviors 
43 25 -18 

Ethical Decision-Making 50 76 +26 

The data show a clear positive shift in students’ attitudes and behaviors related to corruption 

after completing the anti-corruption education program. The mean score for attitudes toward 

corruption increased by 30%, from 48% in the pre-survey to 78% in the post-survey. This indicates 

that students developed a stronger commitment to anti-corruption values. Similarly, students 

reported a better understanding of the causes and consequences of corruption, with the mean score 

for understanding increasing by 25%. The most striking improvement was observed in self-reported 

corrupt behaviors, with a significant 18% reduction in students acknowledging corrupt actions in 

the post-survey. 

Inferential statistical analysis was conducted using paired t-tests to assess whether the 

observed changes were statistically significant. The results show that the changes in attitudes, 

understanding, and behavior were all statistically significant (p < 0.01). The reduction in self-

reported corrupt behaviors and the increase in ethical decision-making were particularly notable. 

The p-values for these measures suggest that the anti-corruption education program had a 

meaningful effect on students, reinforcing the hypothesis that educational interventions can play a 

crucial role in changing students’ attitudes and behaviors toward corruption. The analysis further 
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supports the idea that anti-corruption education can be effective in promoting ethical behavior and 

discouraging corrupt practices. 

The relationship between students’ improved attitudes toward corruption and their decreased 

self-reported corrupt behaviors highlights the effectiveness of the anti-corruption program in 

translating knowledge into action. As students reported a better understanding of corruption, their 

willingness to engage in ethical decision-making increased, and their engagement in corrupt 

practices decreased. This relationship suggests that educational programs that enhance both 

knowledge and ethical reasoning can lead to tangible behavioral changes. The findings align with 

the idea that when students are educated about the consequences of corruption and equipped with 

the tools for ethical decision-making, they are more likely to act in ways that reflect these values. 

A case study of one student further illustrates the impact of the anti-corruption education 

program. Initially, this student expressed a neutral attitude toward corruption, stating that it was 

common in their community and often seen as a necessity. After completing the program, the 

student reported a change in perspective, stating that they now viewed corruption as a serious 

ethical issue that could harm society. The student also indicated a stronger commitment to making 

ethical choices in their personal life, such as refusing to engage in bribery when presented with an 

opportunity. This case exemplifies how the program not only shifted students’ attitudes but also 

motivated them to adopt behaviors aligned with anti-corruption values. 

This case study underscores the broader trend observed in the survey data, where students 

who participated in the anti-corruption education program demonstrated a greater sense of personal 

responsibility and ethical behavior. The student’s transformation in both attitude and behavior 

reflects the potential of anti-corruption education to instill lasting changes in how young people 

perceive and engage with corruption. These findings suggest that providing students with the 

knowledge and ethical frameworks to understand and resist corruption can lead to significant 

behavioral shifts, even in contexts where corruption is widespread or normalized. 

In summary, the results indicate that the anti-corruption education program successfully 

enhanced students’ attitudes toward corruption, increased their understanding of its consequences, 

and reduced their self-reported involvement in corrupt behaviors. The statistical significance of 

these changes highlights the effectiveness of such educational programs in fostering ethical 

decision-making and reducing corruption. These findings support the argument that anti-corruption 

education should be an integral part of educational curricula to promote a culture of integrity and 

social responsibility among young people. 

The results of this study show a significant positive impact of the anti-corruption education 

program on students’ attitudes and behavior. After participating in the program, students exhibited a 

substantial increase in their awareness of corruption, a stronger commitment to ethical decision-

making, and a noticeable reduction in self-reported corrupt behaviors. Specifically, there was a 30% 

increase in students’ positive attitudes toward anti-corruption values, a 25% improvement in their 

understanding of corruption, and an 18% decrease in corrupt behaviors. These findings demonstrate 

that the program was successful in fostering both intellectual and behavioral changes regarding 

corruption. 

The results align with previous research that emphasizes the importance of education in 

shaping ethical attitudes and behaviors. Studies such as those by Kusek and Rist (2004) and 

UNESCO (2013) have highlighted the role of education in instilling values of integrity and 

promoting awareness about corruption. However, this study contributes to the literature by 

providing empirical evidence of the direct effect of anti-corruption education programs on both 

students’ attitudes and behaviors. While past research has shown that anti-corruption education can 
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increase knowledge, this study extends these findings by demonstrating that such education can also 

lead to concrete behavioral changes. The findings contrast with some previous studies, which found 

that while students understood the concept of corruption, they did not always alter their behaviors. 

This study, however, suggests that a well-structured, targeted program can indeed influence student 

actions in tangible ways. 

The results signify that anti-corruption education is an effective tool in shaping not only 

students’ attitudes but also their actions. The reduction in self-reported corrupt behaviors indicates 

that students are not just gaining knowledge but are internalizing these concepts to make more 

ethical decisions in their personal and professional lives. This change signals the importance of 

continuing to integrate ethical education in the curriculum, particularly as young people begin to 

form their attitudes and behaviors around societal norms. The evidence from this study supports the 

idea that such educational interventions can have a lasting effect on students, influencing how they 

will behave in the future and whether they will act in accordance with anti-corruption principles. 

The implications of these findings are significant for educational practice and policy. Schools 

and educational institutions should consider expanding the inclusion of anti-corruption education in 

their curricula. By instilling a sense of responsibility and ethical awareness in students, these 

programs can help reduce the incidence of corruption in future generations. Furthermore, the 

findings suggest that anti-corruption education programs can play a key role in shaping a more just 

and ethical society, where young people are better equipped to make decisions that contribute 

positively to their communities. Additionally, policymakers should support and fund anti-corruption 

education initiatives, particularly in countries or regions where corruption is widespread, to foster 

long-term societal change. 

The results may be attributed to the comprehensive nature of the anti-corruption education 

program, which combined theoretical knowledge with practical applications. Students were not only 

taught about the causes and consequences of corruption but were also encouraged to critically 

assess their own behavior and make ethical decisions. This approach likely helped bridge the gap 

between knowledge and action, as students were given the tools to apply what they learned to real-

life situations. The success of this program may also be due to the interactive methods used, such as 

discussions, case studies, and role-playing, which engaged students and made the learning process 

more relevant and personal. These elements likely contributed to the observed changes in both 

attitudes and behaviors, reinforcing the idea that a holistic, participatory approach to anti-corruption 

education is essential for achieving lasting impact. 

Moving forward, it is important for future research to explore the long-term effects of anti-

corruption education on students’ behavior and attitudes. While this study demonstrates the 

immediate impact of the program, further investigation is needed to assess whether these changes 

persist over time and influence students’ behaviors in the adult workforce. Additionally, future 

studies could examine the effectiveness of different types of anti-corruption education programs 

across diverse cultural contexts to understand the most effective strategies for fostering ethical 

behavior globally. Research could also explore the role of peer influence and community 

involvement in reinforcing the lessons learned through such programs. Ultimately, the goal is to 

build on this research to continue improving the design and implementation of anti-corruption 

education to ensure that it not only educates but also transforms students into active agents of 

change in their communities. 
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CONCLUSION  

The most important finding of this study is the significant positive impact that the anti-

corruption education program had on students’ attitudes and behaviors. Students who participated in 

the program demonstrated a 30% increase in their awareness of anti-corruption values, a 25% 

improvement in understanding the consequences of corruption, and an 18% reduction in self-

reported corrupt behaviors. This is particularly noteworthy as it not only shows that students gained 

theoretical knowledge but also that the program influenced their ethical decision-making and real-

world behaviors. The data suggests that the program succeeded in fostering both cognitive and 

behavioral shifts, indicating that education can effectively change attitudes towards corruption and 

promote integrity among students. 

This research contributes to the field by providing empirical evidence that links anti-

corruption education to tangible behavioral change. While much of the existing literature focuses on 

the theoretical aspects of such programs or their ability to increase knowledge, this study extends 

the research by measuring actual behavior change and attitudes. The mixed-method approach used 

in this study, combining pre- and post-intervention surveys with self-reported behaviors, offers a 

comprehensive view of how anti-corruption education influences both understanding and actions. 

This methodological approach provides a more robust framework for evaluating the real-world 

impact of educational interventions, making a significant contribution to the ongoing conversation 

on how education can combat corruption. 

One limitation of this study is its focus on a specific group of students from a single region, 

which may limit the generalizability of the results. The study’s sample was primarily from a 

specific demographic group, and the findings may not apply to students in different socio-economic 

backgrounds or geographical areas. Future research could expand the sample to include a more 

diverse range of students, schools, and countries to explore the cross-cultural effectiveness of anti-

corruption education programs. Additionally, longitudinal studies would be useful in determining 

whether the behavioral changes observed in the short term are sustained over time, and whether the 

program continues to influence students’ attitudes and behaviors as they enter adulthood. 

Future research should further investigate the long-term impact of anti-corruption education 

on students’ behavior beyond the immediate effects measured in this study. It would be beneficial to 

explore how sustained engagement with anti-corruption education affects students’ professional 

lives and participation in civic activities, such as voting and public service. Additionally, future 

studies could examine the role of family, community, and peer influences in reinforcing the anti-

corruption values taught in educational programs. Understanding how these external factors interact 

with formal education could provide deeper insights into the broader societal impact of anti-

corruption education and inform more effective program designs. 
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