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ABSTRACT 

Background. This research is motivated by significant changes in the 

way students interact and communicate due to the development of 

digital culture. In the midst of the rapid use of social media and other 

digital platforms, its influence on the development of students' 

linguistic identities has not been widely researched. Digital culture has 

created a new communication space that tends to be informal and 

different from the language norms in the academic space. 

Purpose. This study aims to analyze how digital culture affects the 

development of students' linguistic identities in the context of 

education.  

Method. This study uses a quantitative approach with a descriptive 

design. Data was collected through questionnaires and interviews 

involving 200 students from several high schools. The research 

instrument is designed to uncover the pattern of students' language use 

in the digital world and its relation to formal language skills. 

Results. The results showed that most students use informal language, 

such as slang and slang, more often in cyberspace. This difference 

causes some students to have difficulty adapting to the formal language 

used in academic contexts. Although some students have successfully 

adjusted, there are indications that these changes have impacted the 

effectiveness of their formal language use.  

Conclusion. Digital culture affects students' linguistic identities in a 

complex way. Therefore, a more flexible approach to education is 

needed to deal with these challenges. Advanced research can explore 

other factors that influence the development of students' linguistic 

identities, such as family factors and local culture.  
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INTRODUCTION 

The improvement of information and communication 

technology in daily life has had a significant impact on 

various aspects of human life, including in the field of 

education (Bylieva D. & Nordmann A., 2023). 

Digitalization allows information and knowledge to spread 

more widely and quickly, thereby changing the way 

individuals interact, learn, and communicate (Lan dkk., 

2021). The presence of social media, instant messaging 

applications, and other digital platforms, plays a big role in 

shaping the mindset and behavior of the younger 

generation (Glezerman, 2013).  
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This digital phenomenon affects students' linguistic identities, especially in the way they use 

language in communication (Nõmm, 2019). Before the digital age, linguistic interaction was more 

limited to the nearest physical and social environment (Kuznetsov dkk., 2019). However, with 

digital technology, students can now communicate with anyone, anywhere, and in a variety of 

different cultural contexts. This gives rise to new dynamics in the development of their linguistic 

identity (Gui, 2024). 

Students who grow up in a digital culture tend to be exposed to various forms of language that 

are more varied, both in terms of vocabulary, language style, and sentence structure (Vinayakumar 

dkk., 2018). Not only formal language, but also slang, slang, and the use of visual symbols such as 

emojis, become part of daily communication (Guardia dkk., 2021). The use of language in this 

digital world affects the way students think and interact with their environment, which has the 

potential to shape their linguistic identity (Clauss-Ehlers dkk., 2013). 

Digitalization also has the potential to create distinctiveness in language mastery among 

students (Akay dkk., 2019). Some studies show that while students have good language skills in an 

academic context, they may have lower language strength when interacting in the digital world 

(Sayster dkk., 2023). This imbalance may be one of the effects of the lack of adequate digital 

language literacy. Therefore, understanding the influence of digital culture on students' linguistic 

identity is very important (Gedda, 2018). 

Educators are faced with the challenge of understanding the positive and negative impacts of 

this phenomenon (Jarvis-Selinger dkk., 2012). How education can respond to the development of 

languages driven by digital culture, is an important question to answer (Delgado dkk., 2023). In this 

context, it is important to develop curricula and teaching methods to include digital aspects of 

language learning, so that students can optimize their language skills in various contexts (Jaffe, 

2006). 

Overall, an understanding of the relationship between digital culture and students' linguistic 

identities has become very relevant (Healy & Powell, 2013). Further research is needed to dig 

deeper into how students shape their linguistic identities in this digital age, as well as how it affects 

the way they communicate and interact in their daily lives (Medina, 2016). 

Although digitization has become an important part of students' lives, its influence on the 

development of linguistic identity is still not much researched in depth. Most of the existing 

research focuses more on the technical aspects or practical applications of technology in education, 

without considering how digital culture shapes the way students communicate. This leaves a gap in 

understanding the dynamics of students' linguistic identities in the digital era. 

Previous studies have often considered digital culture as an external factor that does not 

significantly affect the language learning process (Vyshkin, 2013). In fact, the use of social media, 

online discussion forums, and chat applications, can provide a different communication experience 

from the context of formal language learning at school. More research is needed to understand how 

students shape, maintain, or even change their linguistic identities in a fast-paced digital 

environment (Łockiewicz, 2019). 

In addition, there have not been many studies that explore the relationship between digital 

interaction and the language used in the academic context (Guimarães & Fenandes, 2018). Students 

who are used to casual or slang language in cyberspace may face difficulties when it comes to 

switching to formal language in an educational context (de Leon Siantz, 1994). The influence of 

these differences on academic achievement and the development of students' linguistic identities 

has not been widely explored (de Leon Siantz, 1994). 
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The lack of digital language literacy among students is also a concern. Many students are not 

yet fully aware of how they use language in digital platforms, whether it impacts their real-world 

communication skills, and how it may affect the development of their overall linguistic identity. 

Deeper research is needed to bridge this ignorance (Nirmala, 2019). 

The phenomenon of language changes that occur in the digital world also has the potential to 

cause problems in language education. Do students still perceive language as a formal tool for 

communication or rather lead to creative expression that is not bound by standard grammatical 

rules? This is an area that needs further study in order to be properly integrated into the language 

education curriculum. 

Filling this void is important because digital culture has become an integral part of students' 

daily lives. Without further research, we may miss the opportunity to understand how students 

develop their language in different contexts, which can affect their academic development. This 

research aims to delve deeper into the influence of digital culture on the way students communicate 

and how it shapes their linguistic identity. 

Filling this gap will also help educators to better understand the changes in the way students 

communicate, both in cyberspace and in academic contexts. With a deeper understanding, the 

language education curriculum can be adapted to accommodate language developments that are 

relevant to the needs of the times, without ignoring the importance of formal language mastery. 

The hypothesis put forward in this study is that digital culture has a significant impact on the 

formation of students' linguistic identities. The use of language that is not bound by strict rules in 

cyberspace can affect the way students communicate in everyday life, which in turn will shape the 

way they interact in social and academic environments. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This study uses a quantitative research design with a descriptive approach. This study aims to 

analyze the influence of digital culture on the development of students' linguistic identity (Abad-

Segura, 2022). The design of this study was chosen to explore the relationship between the factors 

of digital culture that students are exposed to and changes or developments in the way they use 

language in social and academic contexts (Agosti, 2023). The data obtained will be statistically 

analyzed to see the extent to which digital culture affects students' linguistic identities (Ahmed, 

2023) . 

The population in this study is students from several high schools in urban areas who have 

regular access to various digital platforms such as social media, chat apps, and online forums 

(AlKhars, 2019). The research sample was taken randomly from the existing population, with a 

sample of 200 students. The selected students are individuals who actively interact in the digital 

world, both for social and academic purposes. Sampling was carried out to ensure diversity in the 

patterns of digital language use and linguistic identities that are formed (Almasarweh, 2019). 

The instruments used in this study consist of two main types of measuring tools: 

questionnaires and interviews. The questionnaire is designed to measure the frequency and type of 

digital interactions that students have, as well as their influence on how they communicate in their 

daily lives (Anderson, 2020). In-depth interviews were conducted to dig deeper into the students' 

perceptions of the influence of digital culture on their linguistic identities. The validity and 

reliability of the instrument were tested through initial trials conducted on small groups before 

being applied to larger samples (Bager-Charleson, 2020). 

The research procedure begins with data collection through the distribution of questionnaires 

to students who have been selected as samples (Batt, 2021). The questionnaire will be filled out by 



The Influence of Digital Culture on the Development of Students' Linguistic Identity       | Research Papers 

4                 IJLUL | Vol. 3 | No. 1 | 2025 

students independently, while interviews are conducted after the questionnaire is collected to gain 

more in-depth insights (Bauer, 2019a). The collected data will be analyzed quantitatively using 

statistical tools to see the pattern of relationships between the use of digital language and the 

development of students' linguistic identity. Qualitative analysis was carried out on the results of the 

interviews to increase the depth of understanding of the quantitative data obtained (Bauer, 2019b). 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The data of this research was collected through a questionnaire filled out by 200 students who 

were selected as research samples. The questionnaire covers a variety of aspects, including the 

frequency of use of digital platforms, the type of language used on social media, and changes in the 

way of communicating academically and socially. Of the 200 students, 70% admitted to actively 

using social media every day, while another 30% accessed it several times a week. This data shows 

that the level of student engagement in digital culture is quite high. 

In terms of language use, about 60% of students reported that they used slang or slang more 

often on digital platforms, while 25% used a mixed language between formal and informal 

language, and 15% used formal language even in cyberspace. The following table illustrates the 

results of the distribution of the types of languages students use in the digital world: 

Language Type Percentage (%) 

Slang/Slang 60% 

Mixed Language 25% 

Formal Language 15% 

Table 1. table illustrates the results of the distribution of the types of languages students use in the 

digital world 

The data shows that the majority of students tend to use language that is not bound by formal 

rules, reflecting the great influence of digital culture in shaping their language style. 

The use of dominant language in the form of slang or slang among students shows that there 

is a shift in communication patterns that occurs along with the increasing popularity of social media 

and other digital platforms. In many cases, interaction in cyberspace does not require the use of 

standard or formal language, due to the more relaxed and fast communication context. This causes 

students to be more likely to use more expressive and creative language, which is not bound by the 

norms of formal language commonly used in educational contexts. 

In addition, these results show that most students are more comfortable communicating in a 

freer language style in the digital world, which serves to create a social identity among peers. This 

slang and slang serves as a symbol of a group or cultural identity that develops in cyberspace, 

giving students a sense of attachment to their digital community. 

However, there is also a small percentage of students who maintain the use of formal 

language in online communication. This may be influenced by habitual factors, homeschooling, or 

personal preferences that prefer more structured and rule-based communication. 

In terms of the use of language in the academic world, the results of the study show that there 

is an imbalance between the language used on digital platforms and the language used in the context 

of education. Most students admitted that they found it difficult when they had to switch from using 

informal language in the virtual world to a more formal language in the classroom. About 40% of 

students feel that this change in language style sometimes makes it difficult for them to understand 

the subject matter, while another 30% feel that they can adjust quickly between two different 

language styles. 
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Students who interact more often in cyberspace using slang tend to feel awkward when they 

have to speak in standard language in presentations or written assignments. However, about 20% of 

students did not feel any difficulty in switching language styles, citing that they felt more flexible in 

changing their speaking style according to the context. This data shows that the difference in the use 

of digital language and academic language is still a challenge that must be faced by most students. 

Difficulty Percentage (%) 

Very Difficult 40% 

No Difficulty at All 20% 

Quite Difficulty 30% 

Don't Know/ Don't Answer 10% 

Table. 2  table provides an overview of students' difficulties in switching between digital and 

formal languages in the classroom 

The difficulties that students feel in using formal language in the academic world can be 

caused by the very different communication contexts between the virtual world and the classroom. 

In cyberspace, students tend to communicate in more relaxed situations and are not bound by 

certain norms or rules. The language used is more often influenced by the desire to express oneself 

quickly and effectively without considering a strict language structure. 

In contrast, in an academic context, students must adhere to more standardized and structured 

language rules. This often leads to confusion or even awkwardness, as they are used to freer 

communication in cyberspace. Therefore, these differences in communication patterns can cause 

difficulties in transitioning between two different language styles, given that each context requires 

different language mastery. 

However, students who find it easy to switch to a formal language may be familiar with the 

rules of the language from the start. Educational factors, such as the more intensive implementation 

of formal language instruction at school or the communication habits that have been formed at 

home, may play an important role in their ability to adapt to changes in language styles. 

The relationship between language habits in cyberspace and the use of formal language in the 

academic world shows that there is a significant influence of digital culture on students' linguistic 

identity. The freer use of language in the digital world gives students freedom of expression, but on 

the other hand, it also shows a shift in the way they manage language in accordance with academic 

norms. 

Students who are accustomed to using informal language tend to express themselves more 

easily in social settings, but difficulties arise when they have to use formal language for academic 

purposes. This shows that although students are developing in digital communication skills, their 

ability to communicate formally in an educational context is still limited. The gap between these 

two types of languages suggests that digital culture can change the way students communicate and 

influence the development of their linguistic identity. 

Therefore, the relationship between these two types of languages is very important to 

understand in this study. This provides insight into how digital culture plays a role in shaping 

students' language skills in cyberspace and in the classroom. 

A case study was conducted on five students who had a very active habit on social media, by 

utilizing various platforms such as Instagram, Twitter, and TikTok. One of them, let's call her Lina, 

admitted that she feels more confident communicating using slang in cyberspace because it is her 

way of relating to her friends. However, when she has to do schoolwork, she feels less confident 
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because she has difficulty adapting to the formal language required in preparing reports or 

presentations. 

This case study shows that although Lina has quite good language skills, the very strong 

influence of digital culture makes it difficult for her to switch from informal to formal language. 

Similar things were found in other students who tended to feel more used to speaking in slang and 

faced challenges in communicating in a more standard language in class. They feel that the 

language they use in cyberspace is more expressive and easily accepted by their peers, while formal 

language sometimes feels rigid and does not fit the way they interact on a daily basis. 

This case study provides a clearer picture of how digital culture plays a role in shaping 

students' language habits and influencing their linguistic identity. The process of change in the use 

of this language needs to be understood more deeply in order to design more effective learning 

methods to bridge the gap between digital language and formal language. 

Through the case study, it can be seen that the difference between communication in 

cyberspace and the academic world has a significant impact on the development of students' 

linguistic identities. Students who are used to using informal language on social media tend to have 

difficulty adjusting to the formal language needed in the context of education. This is due to the 

different goals and contexts in each type of communication, each of which requires a different 

approach to language. 

Students like Lina prefer to use more creative and expressive language in cyberspace because 

it allows them to interact more freely. However, in an academic context, more structured and formal 

language skills are still needed to convey ideas clearly and effectively. The adjustment between the 

two is a challenge in itself, which shows the importance of balance in mastering various types of 

languages. 

The study highlights that while digital culture provides space for students to develop a freer 

language style, they still require skills to adapt to the language used in formal contexts such as 

education. 

The data obtained from this case study shows that there is a close relationship between digital 

culture and the development of students' linguistic identity. Language habits formed through 

interactions in cyberspace affect the way students communicate in their social and academic lives. 

Students who use informal language or slang more often on social media may find it difficult to 

adapt to the formal language required in academic situations. 

The relationship between these two forms of language shows the importance of developing 

digital literacy which includes not only technical skills, but also awareness of its impact on 

language skills. This will help students manage their linguistic identities, both online and in the 

classroom, as well as minimize the difficulty of switching between different language styles. 

This research reveals that digital culture has a significant influence on the development of 

students' linguistic identities. Most of the students involved in this study used informal language, 

such as slang and slang, more often on digital platforms. This is inversely proportional to the use of 

formal language that they apply in an academic context. Although some students find it difficult to 

switch from digital language to formal language, there are also students who are able to adapt 

quickly. This data shows that the difference between the use of language in the virtual world and the 

academic world presents its own challenges for students in building a consistent linguistic identity. 

The results of this study have similarities with several previous studies that show the 

influence of social media on the way students communicate. As some previous researchers have 

discovered, the use of slang in cyberspace is increasingly becoming the norm in students' daily 

communication. However, the study also highlights the differences in how students adapt between 
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the two forms of communication—digital and academic. In contrast to other studies that may focus 

more on the use of language in a purely social context, this study examines in more depth the shift 

between two different language styles and their impact on students' linguistic identity in the 

educational context. 

The results of this study are a sign that digital culture not only affects the technical aspects of 

communication, but also affects the formation of students' linguistic identities. The shift in the way 

students speak, from formal to informal, shows that digital communication plays a big role in 

shaping the way they interact with the outside world. This shows that students' linguistic identities 

are no longer static or only shaped by the academic environment, but are also influenced by the 

digital culture they consume and engage in. 

The implication of the results of this study is the need for adjustments in the way language is 

taught in schools. Educators need to accommodate the fact that students are currently interacting in 

a digital context that is very different from the academic environment. With the increasing 

development of technology, students must be taught to manage the transition between informal 

language used in cyberspace and formal language required in an academic context. It is important to 

ensure that the development of students' linguistic identities remains balanced and supports their 

success in a variety of situations, both social and academic. 

The results of this study reflect a major change in the way students interact with the digital 

world. The use of slang and slang on digital platforms is a form of self-expression that is easily 

accepted among their peers. Social media and digital communication platforms provide freedom of 

language, which then becomes the norm in online interactions. Factors such as the tendency to 

simplify communication in cyberspace, the desire to create social identities, and peer influence 

greatly influence the way students use language. Their inability to adapt to formal language in an 

academic context can be due to a lack of training or understanding of language needs that are 

appropriate to the formal situation. 

Language education needs to be more sensitive to the development of digital culture that affects 

students. The development of a language curriculum that integrates awareness of the differences 

between digital languages and academic languages is an important step to be taken. In addition, 

educators need to provide more intensive training or teaching regarding digital literacy, so that 

students can better manage their linguistic identities in various contexts. Furthermore, further 

research is also needed to explore other ways to bring the digital world and academia closer, as well 

as to learn how digital culture will continue to shape the way we speak in the future. 

 

CONCLUSION  

The most important finding in this study is that digital culture has a significant influence on 

the development of students' linguistic identities, especially in terms of the transition from the use 

of informal language (such as slang and slang) in cyberspace to formal language in the academic 

space. Most students show difficulty adapting between these two forms of language. The results of 

this study highlight the importance of considering the role of digital culture in shaping students' 

language skills, which has received little attention in the context of language education. 

This research makes an important contribution to the development of students' linguistic 

identity concepts in the digital age, by offering a deeper understanding of the influence of social 

media and digital platforms on the way students communicate. The method used, which is a 

combination of questionnaires and in-depth interviews, provides a clearer picture of the influence of 

digitalization on students' language styles. This research also opens up opportunities for the 

development of linguistic identity theory in the context of digital culture. 
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The limitations of this study lie in the focus that only includes students from a few high 

schools in urban areas, which may not be representative of the entire spectrum of students in 

Indonesia. In addition, limitations in time and resources make this research cover only a small part 

of the existing digital culture. Further research can expand geographic and demographic scope, as 

well as further explore other factors that may influence the development of a student's linguistic 

identity, such as family influences or local cultural factors. 
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