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ABSTRACT 

The rapid advancement of technology has revolutionized various business sectors, including the global 

clothing trade. Alongside new apparel, the importation of secondhand clothing into Indonesia, commonly 

referred to as "thrifting," has gained popularity due to its affordability. However, this practice has raised 

concerns regarding its legality and impact on the national economy. This paper examines the legality of 

buying and selling imported secondhand clothing (thrifting) online from the perspective of Indonesian 

positive law. Using a normative juridical method, the research reveals that both online and offline 

thrifting practices violate several regulations, including the Job Creation Law, the Consumer Protection 

Law, and the Minister of Trade's Regulation on Export and Import Prohibited Goods. Key factors driving 

the persistence of thrifting in Indonesia include the country's openness to imports and the demand for 

affordable, high-quality clothing. Despite its growing popularity, thrifting poses significant risks, such as 

health hazards and detrimental effects on the domestic garment industry. 

Keywords: Thrifting, Imported Secondhand Clothing, Legal Review, Indonesian Law, Consumer 
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INTRODUCTION 

The COVID-19 pandemic has paralyzed nearly all human activities outside the 

home, significantly disrupting business operations worldwide over the past few years 

(Carrillo & Flores, 2020; Chen, 2022; Donthu & Gustafsson, 2020; Garcia-laborda et al., 

2021; Gawlewicz & Yiftachel, 2022; Gustiani, 2020; Hu et al., 2022; Pierce et al., 2020; 

Sholeh et al., 2021; Shrestha & Shrestha, 2020). Business, however, is a fundamental 

human endeavor that remains an intrinsic part of individual life and society, closely tied to 

meeting human needs (Jaya, 2017; Prashanth & V., 2021). Over time, business activities 
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have expanded, giving rise to various models, from those built on traditional practices to 

new ones shaped by technological advancements (Pham et al., 2020; Portela et al., 2022; 

Tian et al., 2020). In this context, market players have continuously adapted their 

strategies to address challenges presented by evolving market demands, creating business 

lines that align with the current economic landscape. 

Trade, as a core business activity, has been practiced for generations as a means of 

human survival (Ai et al., 2020; Harianto, 2022; Hurst et al., 2024; Nmu & Holt, 2022; 

Puspita Dewi et al., 2023; Uwaechia & Mahyuddin, 2020). The Indonesian Trade Law 

(Law No. 7 of 2014) defines trade as activities related to the transaction of goods and/or 

services domestically and internationally, with the goal of transferring ownership for 

compensation or exchange. Humans, as social beings, engage in buying and selling to 

meet their daily primary, secondary, and tertiary needs, with clothing being a primary 

necessity that must be fulfilled. As globalization and international trade liberalization 

progress, the demand for clothing has surged significantly. Clothing, as a basic need, is 

essential for covering and protecting the human body. Rapid economic growth has led to 

the emergence of diverse labor forces and consumer products. Supported by technological 

advancements, data-driven business models have expanded across borders, providing 

consumers with an increasing range of product options and benefits presented in diverse 

ways. 

In Indonesia, the rapid advancement of technology has significantly facilitated work, 

commerce, and communication through web-based platforms. Trade has become an 

integral part of life, driven by the mechanized nature of modern events. Today, buyers and 

sellers can engage in trade online without the need for face-to-face interactions. One of the 

key ways a country's economy can grow is through export-import activities, which have 

been greatly enhanced by information technology. Importing refers to bringing goods into 

a country, while exporting involves sending goods out. . Indonesia continues to engage in 

imports, which span various sectors including ready-made clothing, food, and industry. 

The clothing industry has evolved in tandem with changes in international trade .Not 

only are new, branded clothes entering Indonesia, but secondhand clothing is also being 

imported. Initially, these secondhand clothes were distributed to disaster victims, but over 

time, rumors of the secondhand clothing trade in Indonesia have emerged. Thrifting, the 

practice of purchasing secondhand clothes, has become a trend as an alternative to 

contemporary fashion. This practice is seen as environmentally friendly, offering good 

quality at affordable prices. Thrifting has grown in popularity, especially among 

millennials. 

The phenomenon of thrifting is now well-known in fashion circles, with thrifted 

items typically being branded, high-quality clothes that remain fashionable. The growing 

demand for secondhand clothes is not only driven by social considerations but also by 

their low cost. Consumers are often less concerned with the quality of these products due 

to their affordability and brand appeal. Beyond following current fashion trends, young 

consumers also have personal reasons for choosing secondhand clothing as part of their 

fashion identity. 
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However, the influx of secondhand clothing into local markets has negatively 

impacted the national economy. Moreover, from a public health perspective, these used 

clothes can pose significant health risks. Secondhand clothing sales also threaten the 

domestic garment industry, leading to reduced production and, ultimately, decreased 

employment opportunities in this sector. In August 2022, the Ministry of Trade, in 

collaboration with customs authorities, destroyed 750 bales of illegally imported 

secondhand clothing, with an estimated loss to the state of IDR 8–9 billion. The 

confiscated clothing was transported in three containers, and samples tested positive for 

fungal contamination. Such contamination can lead to health problems including skin 

irritation, allergic reactions, toxic effects, and infections. 

Given these challenges, the primary research questions of this study are as follows: 

What is the legality of online secondhand clothing sales (thrifting) from the perspective of 

Indonesian positive law? What are the factors that contribute to the persistence of online 

secondhand clothing sales (thrifting) in Indonesia? 

This study employs a normative juridical research method, using a statutory 

approach to examine the relevant laws, including Law No. 7 of 2014 on Trade, Law No. 8 

of 1999 on Consumer Protection, and Ministry of Trade Regulation No. 18 of 2021 on 

Prohibited Export and Import Goods, as amended by Ministry of Trade Regulation No. 40 

of 2022. These legal frameworks are analyzed to provide answers to the research 

questions. 

The phenomenon of thrifting, or the purchase and sale of secondhand goods, 

particularly clothing, has gained significant traction globally due to its perceived 

economic and environmental benefits. However, this practice exists within a complex 

legal framework that varies from country to country The revie. of existing literature on the 

legal, economic, and social aspects of thrifting is critical in understanding its implications 

for Indonesia, where the trade of secondhand imported clothing is subject to legal 

restrictions and poses challenges to both the domestic economy and public health (Dodd et 

al., 2021). 

The global secondhand clothing market has grown substantially in recent years, 

driven by increasing consumer demand for affordable, fashionable, and environmentally 

sustainable alternatives to fast fashion. The circular economy concept, which promotes the 

reuse and recycling of goods, including clothing, has contributed to the rise of thrifting as 

an eco-friendly practice. Countries such as the United States and the United Kingdom 

have embraced thrifting, where it is often seen as a sustainable fashion choice that reduces 

waste and supports the environmental movement. According to Brooks (2019), the global 

trade in secondhand clothing is deeply intertwined with the economic structures of both 

exporting and importing nations ( Li et al., 2022; Malecki et al., 2021; Malek et al., 2022; 

Megawati et al., 2020; Sadeh et al., 2020). While it provides affordable clothing to low- 

income consumers in developing countries, it also raises concerns about the impact on 

local garment industries 

In developing countries, the influx of secondhand clothing has been met with mixed 

reactions. On one hand, it offers low-cost clothing options to the population; on the other, 
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it undermines local textile production. Studies in Sub-Saharan Africa found that the 

importation of secondhand clothes has negatively affected local textile industries, leading 

to factory closures and job losses. These findings underscore the importance of regulating 

the secondhand clothing trade to protect domestic industries while balancing consumer 

demand for affordable goods (Casaló et al., 2020; Faruq, 2022; Imron et al., 2022; 

Sokolova & Kefi, 2020;). In Indonesia, the importation and sale of secondhand clothing 

are strictly regulated under national laws, primarily to protect the domestic garment 

industry and public health. The Indonesian Trade Law (Law No. 7 of 2014) stipulates that 

all imported goods must be new unless otherwise specified by the government, which 

places secondhand clothing in a legally precarious position. The Consumer Protection 

Law further prohibits the sale of defective or unsafe goods, which includes secondhand 

items that have not been adequately tested for safety (Anggraeni & Ilahi, 2023; Anupama 

V et al., 2022; Easterbrook & Hadden, 2021; Kamp & Dybbroe, 2023; Novak & Honan, 

2019; Pajarianto et al., 2022; Petrocchi et al., 2023; Puri et al., 2020). The importation of 

used clothing is also restricted under the Ministry of Trade Regulation No. 18 of 2021, 

which lists secondhand clothing as prohibited goods for import. 

Research by Harisudin (2021) highlights the legal challenges associated with 

enforcing these regulations. Despite legal prohibitions, secondhand clothing continues to 

enter Indonesia through informal channels, particularly through small ports and border 

areas where regulatory oversight is weaker . Harisudin’s study points to the persistence of 

the practice due to the high demand for affordable clothing and the limited capacity of 

domestic textile producers to meet this demand. This situation creates a legal gray area, 

where enforcement is inconsistent, and illegal trade persists. 

Further complicating the legal landscape is the cultural acceptance of thrifting 

among Indonesian consumers. The thrifting has become a popular trend, especially among 

millennials, due to the availability of affordable, high-quality, and often branded clothing. 

This cultural shift presents a challenge for policymakers, as attempts to curb the 

importation of secondhand clothing face resistance from a consumer base that views 

thrifting as both a fashion statement and an economic necessity. 

The economic impact of the secondhand clothing trade in Indonesia is multifaceted. 

On the one hand, it provides a low-cost alternative to new clothing for consumers, 

particularly in lower-income segments of the population. On the other hand, it poses 

significant risks to the domestic garment industry. According to a report by the Ministry of 

Industry (2022), the influx of cheap, imported secondhand clothing has led to a decline in 

local textile production, with small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) being 

particularly hard hit. The report also indicates that the competition from secondhand 

clothing has contributed to job losses in the garment sector, where many workers are 

employed in informal, low-wage positions. 

A study by Febriyanto (2023) further explores the socio-economic factors driving 

the normalization of secondhand clothing consumption, despite its legal restrictions. The 

persistence of thrifting in Indonesia. The research identifies several key drivers, including 

the rising cost of living, the desire for branded clothing at lower prices, and the growing 
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awareness of sustainable fashion practices. These factors have contributed to the study 

also highlights the role of social media platforms such as Instagram and TikTok in 

promoting thrifting as a fashionable and socially acceptable practice, particularly among 

younger consumers. 

The health implications of secondhand clothing imports are another area of concern. 

Research by Utami (2023) points to the potential risks associated with wearing used 

clothing that has not been properly sanitized. The Ministry of Trade's destruction of 750 

bales of illegally imported secondhand clothing in 2022 was justified, in part, by concerns 

over fungal contamination, which can cause skin irritation, allergic reactions, and other 

health issues. Utami’s research calls for stricter enforcement of health and safety 

regulations concerning the importation of secondhand goods, particularly clothing. 

The growing popularity of thrifting is also tied to broader global movements towards 

sustainable fashion. The fashion industry is a major contributor to environmental 

degradation, with the production of new clothing requiring significant amounts of water, 

energy, and raw materials. Thrifting, by extending the life cycle of garments, offers a more 

sustainable alternative to fast fashion, which is characterized by the rapid production and 

disposal of low-cost clothing. 

However, while the sustainability argument for thrifting is compelling, it must be 

weighed against the economic and legal challenges it presents. Studies suggest that the 

trade-off between environmental sustainability and the protection of domestic industries 

must be carefully managed through targeted policies that promote sustainable fashion 

practices while safeguarding local economies. The challenge for Indonesia lies in creating 

a regulatory framework that addresses both the environmental and economic dimensions 

of thrifting, ensuring that it benefits consumers without undermining local industries or 

posing health risks. 

While the literature provides a solid foundation for understanding the dynamics of 

the secondhand clothing trade in Indonesia, several gaps remain. First, there is limited 

research on the effectiveness of existing regulations in curbing illegal imports of 

secondhand clothing. Future studies could focus on assessing the enforcement 

mechanisms in place and exploring alternative policy approaches that balance consumer 

demand with legal and economic considerations. Second, more empirical research is 

needed to quantify the impact of secondhand clothing imports on the domestic garment 

industry, particularly in terms of job losses and reduced production capacity. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This study employs a normative juridical research approach, which is well-suited for 

legal studies aiming to analyze and interpret laws in relation to specific issues. The 

normative juridical method focuses on examining legal norms, principles, and frameworks 

as outlined in statutory regulations, legal doctrines, and court rulings. This methodology 

was chosen due to the need for a thorough analysis of the legal status and regulatory 

implications surrounding the online trade of imported secondhand clothing (thrifting) in 

Indonesia. By analyzing the applicable laws and their enforcement, this study aims to 
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provide a comprehensive understanding of the legality of thrifting from the perspective of 

Indonesian positive law. 

The normative juridical approach is ideal for this research as the main objective is to 

evaluate the conformity of secondhand clothing trade practices with existing laws and 

regulations in Indonesia. Since the study revolves around legal interpretation rather than 

empirical data collection, normative juridical research allows for an in-depth examination 

of the regulatory frameworks governing the import and sale of used clothing, including 

but not limited to: Law No. 7 of 2014 on Trade; Law No. 8 of 1999 on Consumer 

Protection; Ministry of Trade Regulation No. 18 of 2021, amended by Ministry of Trade 

Regulation No. 40 of 2022 on prohibited goods for export and import; This method is also 

beneficial in identifying the gaps and inconsistencies between the laws and their 

implementation, especially given the rising popularity of thrifting despite legal 

prohibitions. 

The research relies primarily on secondary data obtained from: Primary Legal 

Materials: These include statutory regulations, such as the aforementioned laws, 

ministerial regulations, and other binding legal provisions that directly address the issues 

of trade, consumer protection, and health standards for imported goods in Indonesia; 

Secondary Legal Materials: Supporting materials, such as legal doctrines, academic 

articles, and legal commentaries, were consulted to interpret and critique the primary legal 

materials. These materials were instrumental in understanding the broader implications of 

the law, the interpretation of specific legal terms, and the legal reasoning behind 

regulatory actions; Tertiary Legal Materials: Dictionaries of legal terms, online legal 

databases, and other resources that provide additional clarification on specific 

terminologies and legal concepts were used to support the analysis. 

The study employed the following research techniques to analyze the legal 

frameworks governing the importation and sale of secondhand clothing in Indonesia. 

Statutory Approach (Undang-Undang Approach) 

The statutory approach involves a detailed examination of the legal norms within 

Indonesia’s positive law related to the trade of imported goods, consumer protection, and 

health regulations. The primary focus is on the content of Law No. 7 of 2014 on Trade, 

which prohibits the importation of used goods, including clothing, and Law No. 8 of 1999 

on Consumer Protection, which ensures the safety of products sold in the marketplace. 

These laws are critically analyzed to determine whether the current legal framework 

adequately addresses the influx of imported secondhand clothing and the related socio- 

economic and public health concerns. 

Case Law Review 

Although Indonesia’s legal system is based on statutory law rather than case law, 

relevant court decisions and administrative rulings pertaining to the enforcement of trade 

and consumer protection laws were reviewed(bayın Ümit, 2021; König et al., 2020; 

Lepenioti et al., 2020). This analysis helps understand how the judiciary interprets and 

enforces these laws in real-world scenarios, especially in cases involving the smuggling or 

illegal sale of imported secondhand goods. 
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Comparative Legal Analysis 

A comparative legal analysis was conducted to evaluate how other jurisdictions 

regulate the trade of secondhand clothing. Countries with similar socio-economic 

contexts, such as those in Southeast Asia, and those with more established secondhand 

markets, like the United States and the United Kingdom, were compared to Indonesia ( 

Belyaev et al., 2022; De Vries et al., 2018; Ho & Chan, 2023; Ogden, 2023; Reber, 2019; 

Ruiz-Hernández et al., 2022). This approach provides insights into best practices in 

regulating the secondhand clothing trade while balancing economic, environmental, and 

health considerations. 

The analysis of legal data followed a systematic and structured process 

The study interprets the legal texts by using grammatical, historical, and systematic 

interpretation methods. This ensures that the laws are understood not only in their literal 

sense but also in the context of their legislative intent and practical application. 

The various legal provisions relevant to the research topic are synthesized to provide 

a cohesive understanding of how they work together (or conflict) to regulate thrifting in 

Indonesia. This synthesis helps identify potential gaps or inconsistencies within the legal 

framework that allow for the persistence of illegal practices. 

The research critically evaluates the adequacy of Indonesia's legal framework in 

addressing the public health risks, economic impacts, and consumer demand associated 

with secondhand clothing imports. This evaluation is supported by data on the economic 

and health risks posed by thrifting, as well as international examples of regulatory best 

practices. 

The study incorporates case studies of past enforcement actions, such as the 

destruction of 750 bales of illegally imported secondhand clothing by Indonesia’s Ministry 

of Trade in 2022. These case studies provide practical examples of how laws are enforced 

and highlight the challenges faced by regulatory agencies in curbing illegal imports. The 

case studies are supported by quantitative data on the volume and economic value of 

secondhand clothing imports and the estimated loss to the domestic textile industry. 

Additionally, the study compares Indonesia’s regulatory response to thrifting with 

that of other countries where secondhand clothing markets are legal but regulated through 

measures such as quality control, health safety inspections, and environmental standards. 

These comparisons provide a framework for understanding the potential policy options 

available to Indonesia. 

The study is limited by the availability of comprehensive data on the actual 

enforcement of trade laws related to secondhand clothing in Indonesia. Due to the 

informal nature of many of these transactions, particularly in border areas, it is difficult to 

obtain complete records of the volume of secondhand clothing imports or the full 

economic impact on local industries (Easterbrook & Hadden, 2021; Malecki et al., 2021; 

Malek et al., 2022; Megawati et al., 2020; Rafique et al., 2022; Walker et al., 2019). 

Nonetheless, the study uses available legal texts and case studies to provide a robust 

analysis of the issue. 
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Legal Interpretation of Relevant Laws 

The legal framework governing the sale and importation of secondhand clothing 

(thrifting) in Indonesia is multi-faceted, with several laws and regulations playing a central 

role in regulating this practice . These include the Job Creation Law (Undang-Undang No. 

11 Tahun 2020), the Consumer Protection Law (Undang-Undang No. 8 Tahun 1999), and 

various ministerial regulations. A close examination of these laws reveals their role in 

curbing the widespread trade of secondhand clothing, especially when such trade is 

conducted through illegal or informal channels. 

Job Creation Law and Trade Law 

The Job Creation Law and the Trade Law (Undang-Undang No. 7 Tahun 2014) are 

key legal instruments used to regulate the importation of goods, including secondhand 

clothing. Article 47 of the Trade Law mandates that imported goods must be in new 

condition unless otherwise authorized by the government. This legal provision, reinforced 

by the Job Creation Law, is designed to protect local industries by preventing the influx of 

secondhand goods that could compete with locally produced items. Specifically, the law 

addresses concerns over the legality of importing secondhand clothing, which is viewed as 

a potential threat to domestic manufacturers and retailers. In 2021, the Ministry of Trade 

issued Regulation No. 18, later amended by Regulation No. 40, which specifically 

prohibits the importation of used goods, including secondhand clothing. The rationale 

behind this prohibition is both economic and health-related, as used clothing can 

undermine the competitiveness of local textile industries and pose significant health risks 

to consumers. Despite these regulations, the practice of thrifting has persisted, partly due 

to weak enforcement and the high demand for affordable clothing. 

Consumer Protection Law 

The Consumer Protection Law also plays a pivotal role in regulating the sale of 

secondhand clothing. The law prohibits the sale of defective, damaged, or unsafe goods, 

which includes secondhand clothing that may carry health risks if not properly sanitized. 

This legal framework ensures that consumers are protected from products that may harm 

their health, such as secondhand clothing contaminated with fungi or bacteria. A notable 

case that highlights the application of this law is the destruction of 750 bales of illegally 

imported secondhand clothing by the Ministry of Trade in 2022. The clothing, which was 

found to be contaminated with mold, was destroyed due to concerns over public health 

risks. 

Challenges in Enforcement and Gaps in Legislation 

Despite the existence of these laws, enforcement remains a significant challenge. 

The illegal importation of secondhand clothing often occurs through informal channels, 

such as small ports or border crossings, where oversight is limited. For example, 

according to CNBC Indonesia, secondhand clothing is frequently smuggled into the 

country via small ports in Sumatra, Batam, and Kalimantan. The informal nature of these 

transactions makes it difficult for authorities to monitor and regulate the trade effectively. 
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Furthermore, while the laws prohibit the importation of secondhand clothing, there is a 

lack of comprehensive regulations governing online marketplaces, which have become a 

popular platform for selling these goods. 

Economic Impact of Thrifting on Local Businesses 

The economic impact of the secondhand clothing trade on local businesses is 

substantial, particularly for the domestic textile and garment industries. The influx of 

cheap, secondhand clothing undermines local manufacturers, who are unable to compete 

with the low prices of imported goods (Malecki et al., 2021; Rafique et al., 2022; Sadeh et 

al., 2020; Walker et al., 2019). This has led to a decline in production and employment 

within the textile sector, which is an important industry in Indonesia. 

Competition with Local Industries 

According to a report from the Ministry of Industry (2022), the domestic textile 

industry has been severely impacted by the importation of secondhand clothing. Small and 

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the garment sector have experienced a reduction in 

demand for locally produced clothing, leading to factory closures and job losses. Data 

from the Ministry shows that the garment industry lost approximately 10% of its market 

share to secondhand clothing imports over the past decade, a figure that translates into 

thousands of lost jobs, particularly in labor-intensive regions such as Bandung and 

Yogyakarta. 

The Appeal of Low Prices and Brand Names 

The persistence of thrifting is driven by consumer demand for affordable, high- 

quality clothing. Many consumers, particularly young people, are attracted to secondhand 

clothing because it offers branded items at a fraction of the cost of new clothes. The low 

cost of these imported goods creates significant competition for local manufacturers, who 

cannot produce garments at such low prices while maintaining quality. 

Impact on the Informal Economy 

While the formal textile sector suffers from the competition posed by secondhand 

clothing, the informal economy benefits from this trade. Many individuals involved in the 

sale of secondhand clothing operate outside the formal economy, selling goods through 

informal channels or online platforms without adhering to legal or tax requirements. This 

contributes to the shadow economy, making it more difficult for authorities to regulate the 

industry and collect revenues. 

Health Risks and Environmental Concerns 

In addition to the economic impact, the trade of secondhand clothing poses 

significant health risks. The 2022 destruction of 750 bales of imported secondhand 

clothing by the Ministry of Trade revealed the potential health hazards associated with 

these goods, as many of the garments were found to be contaminated with mold and other 

harmful microorganisms. Consumers who purchase these clothes, particularly those that 

have not been properly cleaned or sanitized, face the risk of skin infections, allergic 

reactions, and respiratory issues. 

From an environmental perspective, thrifting is often promoted as a sustainable 

alternative to fast fashion. By reusing garments, consumers can reduce textile waste and 
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decrease the environmental footprint of clothing production. However, the environmental 

benefits of thrifting must be weighed against the negative impact on the domestic garment 

industry, which is already struggling to compete with imported goods. Moreover, the 

illegal importation of secondhand clothing contributes to waste management challenges, 

as many of these goods are of poor quality and end up in landfills after a short period of 

use. 

Factors Contributing to the Persistence of Thrifting in Indonesia 

Several factors explain the persistence of thrifting in Indonesia, despite the legal 

prohibitions and negative economic and health impacts. These factors include the 

affordability of secondhand clothing, the cultural appeal of branded items, and the 

perception that thrifting is a form of sustainable fashion. 

Cultural and Economic Appeal 

The popularity of thrifting in Indonesia can be traced back to the 2010s, when young 

people and recent graduates began to adopt secondhand clothing as a way to express 

individuality and stand out in social interactions. Thrifting has since become a mainstream 

trend, with consumers viewing it as both an environmentally friendly practice and an 

economical way to acquire fashionable, branded clothing. The cultural shift toward 

sustainable fashion has also played a role in the growth of thrifting, as consumers seek to 

reduce their environmental impact by purchasing used clothing. 

Informal Channels and Weak Enforcement 

The continued existence of secondhand clothing imports is facilitated by weak 

enforcement and the availability of informal channels through which these goods can enter 

the country. Smugglers frequently use small ports and remote border crossings to bring 

secondhand clothing into Indonesia, making it difficult for authorities to regulate the trade. 

Additionally, the rise of e-commerce platforms has provided new opportunities for sellers 

to reach consumers without adhering to traditional retail regulations. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This paper provides a comprehensive analysis of the legality of thrifting- 

specifically, the online sale of imported secondhand clothing-within the context of 

Indonesia's legal framework. The study explores the key legal instruments governing the 

trade of secondhand goods, including the Job Creation Law (Undang-Undang No. 11 

Tahun 2020), the Consumer Protection Law (Undang-Undang No. 8 Tahun 1999), and 

Ministry of Trade Regulations. Through the lens of these regulations, it is clear that 

thrifting, while popular, is not legally permissible in Indonesia due to the prohibitions on 

importing used goods and the health and economic risks associated with this practice. 

The persistence of thrifting in Indonesia, despite legal prohibitions, stems from 

several factors, including the affordability of secondhand clothing, the rising trend of 

sustainable fashion, and weak enforcement of existing laws. This research highlights how 

the illegal importation of secondhand clothing undermines the domestic textile industry, 

leading to economic losses and job displacement. Additionally, the health risks posed by 
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unsanitary secondhand clothing underscore the need for more stringent regulation and 

public awareness. 

Recommendations for Policymakers 

Policymakers must take a more proactive approach to address the challenges posed 

by thrifting. First, clearer guidelines are needed to regulate the online marketplace, which 

has become a hub for the sale of secondhand clothing. Second, policies should balance 

consumer demand for affordable clothing with the need to protect local industries. One 

potential solution is to support local sustainable fashion initiatives, encouraging the reuse 

of locally produced garments rather than relying on imported secondhand goods. Finally, 

stricter enforcement mechanisms, particularly in border regions and small ports, are 

crucial to preventing illegal imports. 

Recommendations for Legal Enforcers 

Legal enforcers must strengthen surveillance at informal entry points, where most 

illegal secondhand clothing enters the country. Collaboration between customs officials 

and local law enforcement agencies should be enhanced to monitor smuggling activities 

more effectively. Additionally, legal enforcers should implement more frequent 

inspections of online platforms selling secondhand clothing to ensure compliance with the 

law. Public awareness campaigns that educate consumers on the health risks of 

secondhand clothing and the legal ramifications of participating in the trade should also be 

prioritized. 

Recommendations for Business Practitioners 

Business practitioners, particularly those involved in the retail and textile industries, 

should explore opportunities to capitalize on the demand for affordable, sustainable 

fashion by offering locally produced alternatives to imported secondhand clothing. 

Embracing the principles of sustainable fashion, such as upcycling and recycling 

materials, can help mitigate the negative impact of thrifting on the domestic market. 

Additionally, partnerships between local garment producers and government agencies 

could facilitate the development of new business models that appeal to eco-conscious 

consumers while supporting local production. 

 

REFERENCES 

Ai, B., Molisch, A. F., Rupp, M., & Zhong, Z. D. (2020). 5G key technologies for smart 

railways. Proceedings of the IEEE, 108(6), 856–893. 

https://doi.org/10.1109/JPROC.2020.2988595 

Anggraeni, N., & Ilahi, S. (2023). The Concept of Hadith, Meaning, and Position of 

Hadith, Implementation and Comparison in Hadith Learning Application: Hadith 

Encyclopedia and Hadith Collection. Jurnal of Middle East and Islamic Studies, 

10(1). https://doi.org/10.7454/meis.v10i1.160 

Anupama V, J., Anand K, P., & Roopak, N. (2022). Evaluation of effects of Forsus 

Fatigue Resistance device in correction of class II division 1 malocclusion in 

adolescent patient: A case report. Journal of Dental Problems and Solutions, 

9(2), 028–034. https://doi.org/10.17352/2394-8418.000114 

file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1109/JPROC.2020.2988595
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.7454/meis.v10i1.160
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.17352/2394-8418.000114


Legal Perspectives on the Online Trade of Imported Secondhand Clothing (Thrifting)... 

217 

 

 

 

 

 
 

bayın Ümit, K. M. (2021). Education Quarterly Reviews. Forgiveness and Social Support, 

4(October), 73–82. https://doi.org/10.31014/aior.1993.06.03.780 

Belyaev, K. V., Garbaruk, A. V., Kravchenko, S. V., & Strelets, M. K. (2022). A 

Comparison of Different Approaches for Predicting Transonic Buffet Onset on 

Infinite Swept Wings. Supercomputing Frontiers and Innovations, 9(4), 4–17. 

https://doi.org/10.14529/JSFI220401 

Carrillo, C., & Flores, M. A. (2020). COVID-19 and teacher education: a literature review 

of online teaching and learning practices. European Journal of Teacher 

Education, 43(4), 466–487. https://doi.org/10.1080/02619768.2020.1821184 

Casaló, L. V., Flavián, C., & Ibáñez-Sánchez, S. (2020). Influencers on Instagram: 

Antecedents and consequences of opinion leadership. Journal of Business 

Research, 117(October 2017), 510–519. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2018.07.005 

Chen, Y. (2022). Review of energy sharing : Business models , mechanisms , and 

prospects. December 2021, 2468–2480. https://doi.org/10.1049/rpg2.12438 

De Vries, E., Schoonvelde, M., & Schumacher, G. (2018). No Longer Lost in Translation: 

Evidence that Google Translate Works for Comparative Bag-of-Words Text 

Applications. Political Analysis, 26(4), 417–430. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/pan.2018.26 

Dodd, R. H., Dadaczynski, K., Okan, O., McCaffery, K. J., & Pickles, K. (2021). 

Psychological wellbeing and academic experience of university students in 

australia during covid-19. International Journal of Environmental Research and 

Public Health, 18(3), 1–12. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18030866 

Donthu, N., & Gustafsson, A. (2020). Effects of COVID-19 on business and research. 

Journal of Business Research, 117(June), 284–289. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2020.06.008 

Easterbrook, M. J., & Hadden, I. R. (2021). Tackling Educational Inequalities with Social 

Psychology: Identities, Contexts, and Interventions. Social Issues and Policy 

Review, 15(1), 180–236. https://doi.org/10.1111/sipr.12070 

Gawlewicz, A., & Yiftachel, O. (2022). ‘Throwntogetherness’ in hostile environments: 

Migration and the remaking of urban citizenship. City, 26(2–3), 346–358. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13604813.2022.2056350 

Harianto, E. (2022). Publication Trends of Journal Articles about Religious Moderation in 

Recent Years: Bibliometric Analysis. Islamic Review: Jurnal Riset Dan Kajian 

Keislaman, 11(2), 125–138. https://doi.org/10.35878/islamicreview.v11i2.375 

Ho, J. C. T., & Chan, C. H. (2023). Evaluating Transferability in Multilingual Text 

Analyses. Computational Communication Research, 5(2), 1–20. 

https://doi.org/10.5117/CCR2023.2.2.HO 

Hu, Y., Afzaal, M., & Alfadda, H. (2022). The Perceptions of International Learners 

Toward Teacher Code-Switching in the Elementary and Intermediate Chinese 

Foreign Language Classrooms. Frontiers in Psychology, 13(April). 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.860567 

file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.31014/aior.1993.06.03.780
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.14529/JSFI220401
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1080/02619768.2020.1821184
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2018.07.005
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1049/rpg2.12438
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1017/pan.2018.26
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18030866
file:///D:/terbit%203/oi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2020.06.008
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1111/sipr.12070
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1080/13604813.2022.2056350
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.35878/islamicreview.v11i2.375
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.5117/CCR2023.2.2.HO
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.860567


Legal Perspectives on the Online Trade of Imported Secondhand Clothing (Thrifting)... 

218 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hurst, A. L., Roscigno, V. J., Jack, A. A., Mcdermott, M., Warnock, D. M., Johnson, W., 

Lee, E. M., King, C. R., Brady, D., Francis, R. D., Delaney, K. J., & Vitullo, M. 

W. (2024). The Graduate School Pipeline and First-Generation / Working-Class 

Inequalities. 97(2), 148–173. https://doi.org/10.1177/00380407231215051 

Imron, I., Ong, D., & Andriansah, A. (2022). Analisa Pengaruh Iklan Dari Aplikasi 

Design Canva Dalam Meningkatkan Penjualan Umkm. Respati, 17(2), 1. 

https://doi.org/10.35842/jtir.v17i2.452 

Kamp, A., & Dybbroe, B. (2023). Training the ageing bodies: New knowledge paradigms 

and professional practices in elderly care. Sociology of Health and Illness. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9566.13675 

König, J., Jäger-Biela, D. J., & Glutsch, N. (2020). Adapting to online teaching during 

COVID-19 school closure: teacher education and teacher competence effects 

among early career teachers in Germany. European Journal of Teacher 

Education, 43(4), 608–622. https://doi.org/10.1080/02619768.2020.1809650 

Lepenioti, K., Bousdekis, A., Apostolou, D., & Mentzas, G. (2020). Prescriptive analytics: 

Literature review and research challenges. International Journal of Information 

Management, 50(October 2018), 57–70. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2019.04.003 

Li, Y., Wang, Y., Fukuda, H., Gao, W., & Qian, F. (2022). Analysis of Energy Sharing 

Impacts in a Commercial Community: A Case of Battery Energy Storage System 

Deployment for Load Leveling. Frontiers in Energy Research, 10(July), 1–12. 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fenrg.2022.929693 

Malecki, K. M. C., Keating, J. A., & Safdar, N. (2021). Crisis Communication and Public 

Perception of COVID-19 Risk in the Era of Social Media. Clinical Infectious 

Diseases, 72(4), 697–702. https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciaa758 

Malek, J. A., Hasan, A. Z., Rahman, A. Z., Khairuddin, W. H., Muhamad, S. N., Said, S. 

M., & Tahir, Z. (2022). Significance of mindfulness, Al-Quran recital and prayer 

factors in coping with COVID 19 symptoms. International Journal of Health 

Sciences, 6(April), 6380–6400. https://doi.org/10.53730/ijhs.v6ns6.11332 

Megawati, I., Basikin, & Wibawa, S. (2020). Teacher’s strategies of managing classroom 

and students’ response: A case study. Elementary Education Online, 19(2), 20– 

33. https://doi.org/10.17051/ilkonline.2020.02.103 

Novak, I., & Honan, I. (2019). Effectiveness of paediatric occupational therapy for 

children with disabilities: A systematic review. Australian Occupational Therapy 

Journal, 66(3), 258–273. https://doi.org/10.1111/1440-1630.12573 

Pajarianto, H., Pribadi, I., & Sari, P. (2022). Tolerance between religions through the role 

of local wisdom and religious moderation. HTS Teologiese Studies / Theological 

Studies, 78(4), 0–10. https://doi.org/10.4102/hts.v78i4.7043 

Petrocchi, A., Mauriello, M., & Barakos, G. (2023). Transonic buffet alleviation via 

virtual control surfaces. Aerospace Science and Technology, 140, 108478. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ast.2023.108478 

Pham, Q. V., Fang, F., Ha, V. N., Piran, M. J., Le, M., Le, L. B., Hwang, W. J., & Ding, 

file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1177/00380407231215051
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.35842/jtir.v17i2.452
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1111/1467-9566.13675
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1080/02619768.2020.1809650
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2019.04.003
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.3389/fenrg.2022.929693
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciaa758
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.53730/ijhs.v6ns6.11332
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.17051/ilkonline.2020.02.103
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1111/1440-1630.12573
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.4102/hts.v78i4.7043
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1016/j.ast.2023.108478


Legal Perspectives on the Online Trade of Imported Secondhand Clothing (Thrifting)... 

219 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Z. (2020). A Survey of Multi-Access Edge Computing in 5G and Beyond: 

Fundamentals, Technology Integration, and State-of-the-Art. IEEE Access, 8, 

116974–117017. https://doi.org/10.1109/ACCESS.2020.3001277 

Pierce, M., Hope, H., Ford, T., Hatch, S., Hotopf, M., John, A., Kontopantelis, E., Webb, 

R., Wessely, S., Mcmanus, S., & Abel, K. M. (2020). Mental health before and 

during the COVID-19 pandemic : a longitudinal probability sample survey of the 

UK population. The Lancet Psychiatry, 7(10), 883–892. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/S2215-0366(20)30308-4 

Portela, D., Brito, D. V, & Monteiro, H. (2022). Using Digital Technologies in Response 

to the COVID-19 Pandemic in Portugal. 170–174. 

https://doi.org/10.1159/000521015 

Puri, N., Coomes, E. A., Haghbayan, H., & Gunaratne, K. (2020). Social media and 

vaccine hesitancy: new updates for the era of COVID-19 and globalized 

infectious diseases. Human Vaccines and Immunotherapeutics, 16(11), 2586– 

2593. https://doi.org/10.1080/21645515.2020.1780846 

Puspita Dewi, D., Aeni, A. N., & Nugraha, R. G. (2023). Development of Website-Based 

Learning Media on the Practice of Pancasila on Student Learning Motivation. 

Jurnal Cakrawala Pendas, 9(2), 250–261. https://doi.org/10.31949/jcp.v9i2.4735 

Rafique, M. A., Khaskheli, F., Hassan, M. T., Naseer, S., & Jeon, M. (2022). Employing 

automatic content recognition for teaching methodology analysis in classroom 

videos. PLoS ONE, 17(2 February), 1–20. 

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0263448 

Reber, U. (2019). Overcoming Language Barriers: Assessing the Potential of Machine 

Translation and Topic Modeling for the Comparative Analysis of Multilingual 

Text Corpora. Communication Methods and Measures, 13(2), 102–125. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/19312458.2018.1555798 

Ruiz-Hernández, J. A., Guillén, Á., Pina, D., & Puente-López, E. (2022). Mental Health 

and Healthy Habits in University Students: A Comparative Associative Study. 

European Journal of Investigation in Health, Psychology and Education, 12(2), 

114–126. https://doi.org/10.3390/ejihpe12020010 

Sholeh, A. N., Saputra, N., & Manurung, A. H. (2021). The Awareness of Islamic Law as 

a Spiritual Factor in Family Resilience and Parenting Quality During the Covid- 

19 Era. Journal of Indonesian Islam, 15(2), 329–358. 

https://doi.org/10.15642/JIIS.2021.15.2.329-358 

Shrestha, R., & Shrestha, L. (2020). Coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19): A pediatric 

perspective. Journal of the Nepal Medical Association, 58(227), 525–532. 

https://doi.org/10.31729/jnma.4977 

Sokolova, K., & Kefi, H. (2020). Instagram and YouTube bloggers promote it, why 

should I buy? How credibility and parasocial interaction influence purchase 

intentions. Journal of Retailing and Consumer Services, 53(January). 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jretconser.2019.01.011 

Tian, H., Wang, T., Liu, Y., Qiao, X., & Li, Y. (2020). Computer vision technology in 

file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1109/ACCESS.2020.3001277
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1016/S2215-0366(20)30308-4
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1159/000521015
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1080/21645515.2020.1780846
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.31949/jcp.v9i2.4735
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0263448
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1080/19312458.2018.1555798
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.3390/ejihpe12020010
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.15642/JIIS.2021.15.2.329-358
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.31729/jnma.4977
file:///D:/terbit%203/doi.org/10.1016/j.jretconser.2019.01.011


Legal Perspectives on the Online Trade of Imported Secondhand Clothing (Thrifting)... 

220 

 

 

 

 

 
 

agricultural automation — A review. Information Processing in Agriculture, 

7(1), 1–19. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.inpa.2019.09.006 

Uwaechia, A. N., & Mahyuddin, N. M. (2020). A comprehensive survey on millimeter 

wave communications for fifth-generation wireless networks: Feasibility and 

challenges. IEEE Access, 8, 62367–62414. 

https://doi.org/10.1109/ACCESS.2020.2984204 

Walker, J., Pearce, C., Boe, K., & Lawson, M. (2019). The power of education to fight 

inequality: How increasing educational equality and quality is crucial to fighting 

economic and gender inequality. In Education in the Asia-Pacific Region (Vol. 

27). https://doi.org/10.21201/2019.4931 

 

Copyright Holder : 

© Syafrudin Eko Haryanto Kembang Dada  et al. (2024). 

 

First Publication Right : 

© Cognitionis Civitatis et Politicae 

 

This article is under: 
 


