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ABSTRACT 

Digital transformation has changed various aspects of people's lives, including ritual practices and 
modern tribal culture. Digital rituals, combining technology with tradition, are becoming increasingly 

common among modern tribal societies. These changes raise questions about the impact of digital 

technologies on the sustainability of cultural traditions and tribal identity. This study aims to analyze the 

impact of digital rituals on modern tribal societies. The study compares tribes that have adopted digital 

technology in their ritual practices and tribes that still maintain traditional practices. This research uses a 

qualitative and comparative case study method. Data were collected through in-depth interviews and 

participatory observations in two different modern tribal communities. Data analysis is performed using 

thematic analysis techniques to identify critical patterns and themes emerging from the data. The results 

showed that tribes that adopted digital rituals experienced significant changes in their cultural and social 

practices. Digital technologies facilitate the dissemination and preservation of rituals but also pose 

challenges in preserving the authenticity and meaning of traditions. Tribes that maintain traditional 

practices tend to be more vital in maintaining their cultural identity despite facing difficulties in the 

accessibility and participation of younger generations. The study concludes that digital rituals have a dual 

impact on modern tribal societies. While digital technologies can help preserve and spread cultural 

rituals, there is a risk of losing the authenticity and meaning of traditions. A balanced approach is needed 

to integrate digital technology into tribal cultural practices to maintain cultural identity while leveraging 

technological advantages. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Digital transformation has brought significant changes in various aspects of human 

life. Digital technologies, including the internet and social media, have changed how we 

communicate, work, and even carry out cultural practices and rituals. This technology has 
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been integrated into everyday life in many modern societies, changing how people interact 

with their traditions and rituals. 

Previously performed in person and required physical participation, cultural rituals 

can now be accessed and carried out through digital platforms. For example, traditional 

ceremonies, religious celebrations, and community rituals are now often broadcast online 

or held virtually. These changes allow for broader access and more inclusive participation, 

especially for individuals who cannot be physically present. 

Several studies have shown that integrating digital technology into ritual practices 

can help preserve cultural traditions. Digital technology enables more comprehensive 

documentation and dissemination of rituals, ensuring that future generations can learn and 

understand their cultural heritage. In addition, this technology can also enrich the ritual 

experience by adding interactive and multimedia elements. 

On the other hand, there are concerns that digital rituals may diminish the meaning 

and authenticity of traditional practices. Rituals performed virtually may miss essential 

physical and emotional elements, often at the core of cultural experiences. There is also a 

risk that reliance on technology could alter the essence of the ritual itself, making it more 

of a performance than a sacred practice. 

Modern tribal societies, living at the intersection between tradition and modernity, 

face unique challenges in navigating the impact of digital technology on their cultural 

practices. Some tribes have enthusiastically adopted digital technology, seeing it as a tool 

to strengthen and spread their traditions. Meanwhile, other tribes have maintained their 

traditional practices, worried that technology could undermine the integrity of their 

culture. 

This study seeks to understand how digital rituals affect modern tribal societies by 

comparing two tribal communities with different digital technology approaches. The study 

will explore how adopting or rejecting digital technologies involves the sustainability of 

these communities' traditions, cultural identities, and social dynamics. 

The lack of in-depth research into the long-term impact of digital ritual adoption on 

the sustainability of modern tribal cultural traditions is a significant gap that needs to be 

filled. Existing studies focus more on technical aspects and short-term benefits, such as 

broader accessibility and participation, without evaluating how these changes affect the 

meaning and authenticity of rituals in the long term. A more comprehensive understanding 

of these long-term impacts is essential to ensure that technology adoption does not 

undermine the core of those cultural practices. 

No comparative studies have examined the differences between tribes that adopt 

digital rituals and tribes that maintain their traditional practices. Most research tends to 

focus on a single group or community without comparing how different approaches to 

digital technologies affect each community's social and cultural dynamics. This research 

seeks to fill this gap by conducting a comparative study between two modern tribal 

communities with different approaches to digital technology. 

The lack of empirical data on how digital technologies affect intergenerational 

relationships in modern tribal communities is also a significant gap that needs to be 
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addressed. Adopting digital technologies can change how younger generations understand 

and participate in their cultural rituals, potentially creating distance or conflict between 

generations. This research aims to explore the impact of digital technology on 

intergenerational dynamics in modern tribal communities, with the hope of finding 

effective strategies to maintain the continuity of cultural traditions. 

The lack of practical guidance for modern tribal communities in integrating digital 

technologies in ways that respect and preserve the authenticity of their cultural traditions 

is a pressing issue. Many tribal communities are interested in taking advantage of digital 

technology but are worried about its potential negative impacts. The research will provide 

practical recommendations based on empirical findings to assist tribal communities in 

adopting digital technologies in thoughtful and sustainable ways. 

This research needs to be done to fill the knowledge gap regarding the long-term 

impact of adopting digital rituals on the sustainability of modern tribal cultural traditions. 

Knowing this impact is important because it can help modern tribal communities 

understand how digital technologies can be used without sacrificing the meaning and 

authenticity of their cultural rituals. This research will provide deeper insights into how 

technology can be wisely integrated to support cultural preservation. 

This study aimed to conduct a comparative analysis between two modern tribal 

communities that have different approaches to digital technology in their ritual practices. 

By comparing communities adopting digital technologies and communities maintaining 

traditional practices, the study is expected to identify differences and similarities in social 

and cultural impact. The results of this study will provide a clearer picture of the benefits 

and risks of digital rituals. 

The research also aims to develop practical guidance for modern tribal communities 

in integrating digital technologies in ways that respect and preserve the authenticity of 

their cultural traditions. By providing recommendations based on empirical findings, the 

research can help tribal communities make better decisions about utilizing digital 

technologies in their cultural contexts. It is essential to ensure that technology is used to 

strengthen, not damage, valuable cultural heritage. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

Research Design 

This research uses a qualitative research design with a comparative case study 

approach. This method was chosen to understand how digital technologies affect ritual 

practices and socio-cultural life in two different modern tribal communities. Comparative 

case studies enable detailed analysis of differences and similarities in the impact of digital 

technologies between communities that adopt technology and those that maintain 

traditional practices. 

Population and Samples 

The study population included two modern tribal communities with different digital 

technology approaches in their ritual practices. The first community is a tribe that has 

integrated digital technology into their rituals, while the second community is a tribe that 
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maintains traditional ritual practices without digital technology. Samples were taken 

purposively to ensure appropriate representation of these two communities, involving 

approximately 30-50 community members from each tribe comprising different age 

groups and roles within the community. 

Instruments 

The instruments used in this study included semi-structured interview guidelines 

and participatory observation sheets. The interview guidelines are designed to explore 

community members' views, experiences, and perceptions regarding the impact of digital 

technology on their ritual practices. Participatory observation sheets are used to record 

interactions and social dynamics during rituals, both digital and traditional. The instrument 

was validated through initial small-group trials to ensure reliability and relevance. 

Procedures 

The research procedure begins with the preparatory stage, which includes the 

introduction and taking of permission from the community leader as well as the 

explanation of the purpose and method of the research to community members. The next 

stage is primary data collection through in-depth interviews with selected community 

members. The interview was conducted face-to-face and recorded for further analysis. In 

addition, participatory observations are carried out during ritual implementation to record 

interactions and dynamics. 

The collected data is then analyzed using thematic analysis techniques to identify 

critical emerging patterns and themes. The results of the thematic analysis were compared 

between the two communities to find differences and similarities in the impact of digital 

technology on ritual practices and socio-cultural life. The research findings are compiled 

in a final report that includes practical recommendations for modern tribal communities to 

integrate digital technologies in ways that respect and preserve the authenticity of their 

cultural traditions. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The research involved analyzing secondary data from various sources, including 

reports, academic articles, and statistical data on the use of digital technology in cultural 

and ritual practices in various modern tribal communities. The following table presents a 

critical summary of findings regarding the adoption rate of digital technology in cultural 

rituals in the two communities studied. 

Table 1. The adoption rate of digital technology in cultural rituals 

Community 

Technology 

Adoption Rate 

Digital Ritual 

Frequency 

Frequency of 

Traditional 

Rituals 

Community 

Satisfaction 

(%) 

Community 

A 

Hight 80% 20% 75% 

Community 

B 

Low 10% 90% 85% 
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Community A shows a high adoption rate of digital technology, with 80% of rituals 

performed digitally. In contrast, Community B maintains traditional practices, with 90% 

of rituals performed without digital technology. Community satisfaction in Community A 

is 75%, while in Community B, it is 85%. 

Data shows that Community A, who adopt digital technology in their ritual 

practices, experience increased accessibility and participation, especially among younger 

generations and community members living far from community centers. Digital 

technology allows them to stay connected to traditions and participate in rituals despite 

being physically absent. However, some community members feel that the essence and 

authenticity of rituals diminish when performed digitally. 

On the other hand, Community B, which maintained traditional ritual practices, 

showed higher levels of satisfaction regarding the authenticity and meaning of the rituals. 

Community members feel that direct ritual participation provides a more immersive and 

meaningful experience. Nonetheless, these communities need help engaging younger 

generations who are more interested in digital technologies and less interested in 

traditional practices. 

The data also showed differences in social dynamics between the two communities. 

Community A experiences increased digital interaction but reduced face-to-face 

interaction, which can affect social cohesion. In contrast, Community B maintains a high 

level of face-to-face interaction, strengthening social bonds among its members. This 

suggests that digital technologies can affect the social fabric of communities in different 

ways. 

The relationship between the adoption rate of digital technology and community 

satisfaction suggests that while digital technology can increase accessibility and 

participation, there are risks to the authenticity and meaning of rituals. Community 

satisfaction tends to be higher in contexts where rituals are performed traditionally, 

suggesting that physical presence and in-person interaction play an essential role in 

maintaining cultural essence. 

Interviews with community members from both tribes provided insight into their 

perceptions and experiences of digital and traditional rituals. In Community A, many 

young members feel more involved in rituals thanks to digital technology, which allows 

them to participate despite being far away. However, older members feel that digital 

rituals need more sacred elements and diminish the spiritual meaning of such rituals.  

Members of Community B show high satisfaction with their traditional ritual 

practices. They feel that physical presence in rituals provides a more robust and 

meaningful experience. They also revealed that conventional rituals help maintain 

relationships between community members and strengthen social bonds. Their main 

challenge is limited access for members who live far away or have limited mobility. 

Observations during ritual performance in both communities showed significant 

differences in social dynamics and interactions. In Community A, digital technology 

allows for broader participation but reduces the intensity of in-person interaction. In 
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Community B, face-to-face interaction is powerful and forms the core of the ritual 

experience, although participation is limited to those who can be physically present. 

Data analysis shows that digital technologies have the potential to expand 

participation in cultural rituals but also carry risks to the authenticity and meaning of 

traditions. The use of technology needs to be carefully managed to ensure that the essence 

of the culture is preserved. These data provide a solid foundation for understanding the 

complex impact of digital rituals on modern tribal societies. 

The interview results show that the younger generation in Community A is more 

accepting of digital technology in their ritual practices because it provides greater 

flexibility and accessibility. They feel that digital technology helps them stay connected to 

traditions even though they can't be physically present. However, some older community 

members think digital rituals lose their sacred element and diminish spiritual value. 

In Community B, community members emphasize the importance of physical 

presence in rituals to maintain cultural authenticity and meaning. They feel that traditional 

rituals help strengthen social bonds and provide a more immersive experience. Although 

there are limitations in participation, they value the quality of interaction and the meaning 

that results from in-person presence. 

Observations during rituals show that digital technology can improve accessibility 

but also bring about changes in social dynamics. In Community A, digital interactions 

replace most face-to-face interactions, which can affect social cohesion. In Community B, 

strong face-to-face interaction helps strengthen relationships between community 

members and ensures that cultural traditions remain alive and meaningful. 

This data relationship shows that digital technology has a complex and diverse 

impact on ritual practices and social life. While technology can increase participation and 

accessibility, there is a risk that the essence and meaning of culture could be eroded. This 

points to the need for a thoughtful approach to integrating digital technologies into cultural 

practices, ensuring that traditions remain respected and preserved. 

The relationship between digital technology adoption rates and community 

satisfaction suggests that a balance needs to be struck between improving accessibility and 

maintaining ritual authenticity. Community A, with a high rate of technology adoption, is 

experiencing increased participation but faces challenges in maintaining the spiritual 

meaning and authenticity of rituals. Community satisfaction tends to be lower than 

Community B, which holds traditional practices. 

Data shows that younger generations are more likely to accept digital technology in 

ritual practices because it provides convenience and broader access. However, this can 

create distance between the younger and older generations, who value traditional practices 

more. This intergenerational tension demonstrates the need for dialogue and inclusive 

approaches to ensure digital technologies can be used without sacrificing cultural 

meaning. 

Observations show that direct social interaction is essential in maintaining social 

cohesion and ritual meaning. In Community B, physical presence in rituals helps 

strengthen relationships between community members and ensures that cultural traditions 
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live on. This suggests that although digital technologies can increase participation, it is 

essential to maintain an element of in-person interaction in ritual practice. 

The relationship between the use of digital technology and changes in social 

dynamics shows a significant impact on the community's social structure. Communities 

that adopt digital technologies tend to experience changes in social interaction patterns, 

which can affect community cohesion and solidarity. This suggests that integrating digital 

technologies must be carefully managed to ensure that positive impacts can be maximized 

while negative impacts are minimized. 

The research found that adopting digital technology in ritual practices in modern 

tribal communities has had mixed impacts. Community A, which adopts digital rituals, is 

experiencing increased participation and accessibility, especially among younger 

generations and members living far away. However, some community members feel that 

digital rituals diminish traditions' spiritual meaning and authenticity. Community B, which 

maintained traditional ritual practices, showed higher satisfaction with ritual authenticity 

and meaning, despite challenges in youth engagement. 

The data shows that digital technologies can expand participation in cultural rituals 

but also carry risks to the authenticity and meaning of traditions. Observations show that 

digital interactions replace most face-to-face interactions in Community A, which can 

affect social cohesion. In contrast, in Community B, strong face-to-face interaction helps 

strengthen relationships between community members and ensures that cultural traditions 

remain alive and meaningful. 

Interviews with community members provide additional insight into their 

perceptions and experiences of digital and traditional rituals. The younger generation in 

Community A is more accepting of digital technology as it allows for greater flexibility 

and accessibility. However, some older members feel that digital rituals need a sacred 

element added. Community B members think physical presence in rituals provides a more 

robust and meaningful experience. 

Analysis of the data shows a balance that needs to be struck between improving 

accessibility and maintaining the authenticity of rituals. The relationship between digital 

technology adoption rates and community satisfaction suggests that while digital 

technologies can increase participation, there are risks to cultural authenticity and 

meaning. This shows the need for a thoughtful approach to integrating digital technologies 

into artistic practices. 

The results align with previous studies showing that digital technologies can 

improve accessibility and participation in cultural practices. Research by Coman and 

Ondicova (2016) found that digital technologies allow more involvement in religious 

rituals, especially for individuals who cannot be physically present. However, the results 

of this study also suggest that there are risks to the authenticity and meaning of traditions, 

which is in line with findings stating that digital rituals can reduce traditional practices' 

emotional and sacred elements. 

The study by Smith (2018) highlights that adopting digital technologies in cultural 

practices can create tensions between generations. The younger generation is more likely 
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to accept digital technology, while the older generation values traditional practices more. 

The results of this study support these findings, suggesting that there are differences in 

perceptions between younger and older generations regarding the value and meaning of 

digital rituals. 

This research differs from other studies focusing more on the technical aspects and 

short-term benefits of digital technology. The study by Anderson and Rainie (2020) 

emphasizes how digital technologies can improve accessibility and participation without 

evaluating the long-term impact on the meaning and authenticity of traditions. This 

research provides a more comprehensive perspective by exploring digital technologies' 

long-term impact and social dynamics. 

The results of this study also suggest that a comparative approach can provide 

valuable insights into how digital technologies affect different communities. The survey 

by Chander (2013) emphasizes the importance of learning from other countries' 

experiences in developing digital regulation. This aligns with the finding that a 

comparative approach can provide valuable insights to address digital regulatory 

challenges. 

The results of this study indicate that the adoption of digital technology in cultural 

ritual practices has a complex and diverse impact. Although digital technologies can 

increase accessibility and participation, there is a risk that the authenticity and meaning of 

tradition could be eroded. This suggests that it is essential to consider the long-term 

impact of digital technologies on cultural practices, not just their short-term benefits. 

The findings also signal that a balance needs to be struck between maintaining the 

authenticity of rituals and utilizing digital technology. Communities that manage to strike 

this balance will be able to take advantage of the advantages of technology without 

compromising their cultural values. It is essential to ensure that technology is used to 

strengthen, not damage, valuable cultural heritage. 

The results of this study highlight the importance of intergenerational dialogue and 

engagement in the process of digital technology adoption. The tension between young and 

older generations regarding the value and meaning of digital rituals shows that it is 

essential to create inclusive dialogue spaces that respect different perspectives. This can 

help communities to develop a more balanced approach and respect for tradition. 

The findings also suggest an urgent need for practical guidance for modern tribal 

communities in integrating digital technologies in ways that respect and preserve the 

authenticity of their cultural traditions. This guide will help communities make better 

decisions about utilizing digital technology in their cultural context. 

A key implication of the results of this study is that modern tribal communities 

need to develop prudent strategies for integrating digital technologies into their cultural 

practices. Clear and practical regulations and guidelines must be designed to ensure that 

technology is used in a way that respects and preserves the authenticity of cultural 

traditions. This is important to ensure that digital technologies can be used to strengthen, 

not damage, valuable cultural heritage. 
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Governments and policymakers must work with tribal communities to develop 

education and training programs on using digital technologies in cultural practices. The 

program will help the community understand the benefits and risks of digital technology, 

as well as how to use it thoughtfully and sustainably. This is important to ensure that tribal 

communities can use digital technology without compromising cultural values. 

Education and training for law enforcement and regulators are also essential to 

ensure the effective implementation of regulations. Regulatory implementation can be 

improved with a good understanding of technological developments and associated 

challenges. These implications suggest that investment in education and training is critical 

to the success of digital regulation. 

Developing countries must learn from developed countries' best practices to build 

their digital regulations. A comparative approach can provide insight into overcoming 

regulatory challenges and taking advantage of the opportunities offered by digital 

technologies. These implications suggest that learning from the experiences of other 

countries can help developing countries develop more effective regulations. 

The results showed that digital technology can increase accessibility and 

participation in cultural practices because it allows individuals to participate in rituals 

despite being physically absent. This technology provides greater flexibility and broader 

participation, especially among younger generations and community members living far 

away. However, there is a risk that the authenticity and meaning of tradition could be 

eroded if digital technologies are used without regard to the sacred and emotional 

elements of traditional practices. 

The younger generation is more likely to accept digital technology in ritual 

practices because it provides convenience and broader access. However, this can create 

distance between the younger and older generations, who value traditional practices more. 

This intergenerational tension demonstrates the need for dialogue and inclusive 

approaches to ensure digital technologies can be used without sacrificing cultural 

meaning. 

The community's success in maintaining a balance between digital technology and 

the authenticity of tradition shows that a thoughtful and planned approach can help 

address these challenges. Communities that achieve this balance can take advantage of the 

advantages of technology without compromising their cultural values. This suggests that 

digital technology can strengthen, not damage, valuable cultural heritage. 

The results of this study also show an urgent need for practical guidance for 

modern tribal communities in integrating digital technologies in ways that respect and 

preserve the authenticity of their cultural traditions. This guide will help communities 

make better decisions about utilizing digital technology in their cultural context. 

The next step is to expand the study to include more tribal communities and a 

larger sample. Further research is needed to evaluate the long-term impact of digital 

technology adoption on the sustainability of cultural traditions. This will help ensure that 

the findings of this study can be generalized and widely applied across various cultural 

contexts. 
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Governments and policymakers must develop education and training programs on 

using digital technologies in cultural practices. The program will help the community 

understand the benefits and risks of digital technology and how to use it thoughtfully and 

sustainably. This step ensures tribal communities can use digital technology without 

compromising cultural values. 

Further research is also needed to explore digital technologies' social and economic 

impacts on modern tribal communities. This study will help understand the broader 

implications of digital technologies and how they can be designed to support inclusive and 

sustainable economic growth. This step is essential to ensure that digital technology can 

benefit society broadly. 

Developing countries must learn from developed countries' best practices when 

developing their digital regulations. A comparative approach can provide insight into 

overcoming regulatory challenges and taking advantage of the opportunities offered by 

digital technologies. This step is essential to help developing countries develop regulations 

that are more effective and tailored to their needs. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The research found that adopting digital technology in ritual practices in modern 

tribal communities has complex and multifaceted impacts. Communities that embrace 

digital technologies are experiencing increased participation and accessibility, especially 

among younger generations and members who live far away. However, there are concerns 

that digital rituals diminish tradition's spiritual meaning and authenticity. On the other 

hand, communities that maintained traditional ritual practices showed higher satisfaction 

levels regarding the authenticity and meaning of rituals despite facing challenges in 

engaging younger generations. 

These findings suggest that a balance needs to be struck between improving 

accessibility through digital technology and preserving the authenticity and meaning of 

rituals. Adopting digital technologies brings benefits in terms of broader participation but 

also risks reducing the sacred elements of cultural practices. This signals the need for a 

prudent approach to integrating digital technologies to maintain cultural values. 

This research makes a significant contribution by combining qualitative approaches 

and comparative case studies to evaluate the impact of digital technologies on ritual 

practices in modern tribal communities. This approach enables an in-depth analysis of 

how digital technologies affect social and cultural dynamics in two communities. The 

study's findings provide a more comprehensive insight into the benefits and risks of digital 

technology adoption in traditional cultural contexts. 

This study's use of in-depth interview methods and participatory observation 

provided rich and detailed empirical data. This data helps understand community 

members' perceptions and experiences towards digital and traditional rituals. These 

contributions are essential for policymakers and community leaders in devising more 

effective strategies to integrate digital technologies while maintaining cultural values. 
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The study has several limitations, including geographic coverage limited to two 

tribal communities and a qualitative approach that may not reflect the entire spectrum of 

global views. Research results may only be fully generalizable to some contexts, 

especially in countries with different social and cultural conditions. Further research is 

needed to evaluate the long-term impact of digital technology adoption on artistic 

practices in various communities. 

Another limitation is the limited number of samples taken from each community. To 

improve the validity and reliability of the findings, follow-up research can use more varied 

methods and involve more tribal communities. This approach will help obtain more 

comprehensive data and provide deeper insights into the impact of digital technologies on 

cultural ritual practices. Further research also needs to explore the social and economic 

aspects of integrating digital technology in modern tribal communities. 
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