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ABSTRACT 

Background: Narcotics-related crimes continue to be a significant 

issue worldwide, with prison sentences often viewed as a primary 

deterrent. However, there is limited empirical evidence regarding the 

effectiveness of incarceration in reducing the incidence of narcotics 

crimes. The question remains whether prison sentences lead to long-

term reductions in drug-related offenses or merely function as a short-

term punitive measure without addressing underlying issues such as 

addiction and socio-economic factors. 

Objective: This study aims to evaluate the effectiveness of prison 

sentences in preventing narcotics crimes, focusing on recidivism rates 

and rehabilitation outcomes for offenders. The research investigates 

whether incarceration contributes to long-term crime prevention or if 

alternative approaches, such as rehabilitation programs, offer more 

sustainable results. 

Method: A mixed-methods approach was employed, combining 

quantitative data analysis of recidivism rates from convicted drug 

offenders and qualitative interviews with legal professionals, offenders, 

and rehabilitation experts. The data collected spans a five-year period 

and includes case studies from various correctional facilities. 

Results: The findings indicate that while prison sentences temporarily 

reduce narcotics crime, they are less effective in preventing recidivism. 

Rehabilitation programs integrated into the prison system significantly 

contributed to reducing reoffending rates, particularly when combined 

with post-release support. 

Conclusion: Prison sentences alone are insufficient in preventing 

narcotics crimes. A more comprehensive approach, including 

rehabilitation and social reintegration efforts, is necessary for long-

term success in reducing narcotics-related offenses. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Narcotics crimes remain one of the most persistent 

issues in criminal justice systems globally. Governments 

and legal authorities have continuously sought effective 

methods to combat drug-related offenses, with prison 

sentences often regarded as a fundamental solution (Melis 

dkk., 2024; Singh dkk., 2024). The deterrent effect of 

incarceration is widely debated, with prison sentences 

being a traditional response to narcotics crimes. 

Incarceration is intended not only to punish but also to 

rehabilitate offenders, with the assumption that isolating  
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individuals from society will deter both them and others from engaging in drug-related activities. 

However, there is growing concern regarding the long-term effectiveness of prison sentences in 

reducing recidivism and the prevalence of narcotics crimes (Nazif-Munoz dkk., 2024; Yamkovoy 

dkk., 2024). Studies on this issue are mixed, with some suggesting that prison sentences may have 

limited success in preventing further offenses, particularly due to the lack of rehabilitative services 

within many correctional facilities. Furthermore, there is increasing recognition that addressing the 

root causes of narcotics crimes, such as addiction, socio-economic factors, and mental health issues, 

may require alternative strategies to punitive measures. 

Despite the widespread use of prison sentences, the criminal justice system continues to face 

significant challenges in addressing narcotics crimes effectively (Behnke dkk., 2025; Ghosh dkk., 

2025). This raises important questions about whether prison sentences alone are sufficient or 

whether a more holistic approach is needed. If incarceration is not effective in preventing drug-

related offenses, then other measures, such as rehabilitation programs, alternative sentencing, or 

community-based interventions, may hold the key to reducing recidivism rates. The complexity of 

narcotics crimes suggests that it is essential to examine not only the direct impact of prison 

sentences but also their role in broader criminal justice strategies aimed at crime prevention. 

With the increasing scale of narcotics-related offenses globally, it becomes crucial to evaluate 

the current methods used to tackle these crimes. The rising costs of incarceration, coupled with 

concerns over prison overcrowding and the effectiveness of rehabilitation programs, point to the 

need for a re-evaluation of how the justice system approaches narcotics offenders. This research 

seeks to shed light on the effectiveness of prison sentences in preventing narcotics crimes by 

examining the recidivism rates of offenders and considering alternative strategies that may lead to 

more sustainable crime reduction. 

Despite the widespread use of prison sentences as a primary tool in addressing narcotics 

crimes, there is limited empirical evidence to support their effectiveness in reducing recidivism and 

long-term crime prevention (Pryputen dkk., 2024; Rezapour-Mirsaleh dkk., 2024). The central issue 

explored in this research is whether prison sentences, in their current form, are capable of achieving 

the desired outcomes in terms of deterring narcotics-related offenses and rehabilitating offenders. 

While incarceration is designed to serve as both a punishment and a deterrent, research has shown 

mixed results, with some studies suggesting that prison sentences have little impact on recidivism 

rates (Hussain dkk., 2024; Juniar dkk., 2024). A key problem lies in the focus on punishment rather 

than rehabilitation, with many correctional facilities lacking the necessary resources and programs 

to address the underlying issues, such as addiction and socio-economic disadvantages, that 

contribute to narcotics crimes. 

Another critical issue is the potential failure of prison sentences to reintegrate offenders into 

society successfully. Without proper rehabilitation programs, offenders often return to the same 

social environments that contributed to their criminal behavior in the first place (Arias & Johnson, 

2024; Park, 2025). This cycle leads to high rates of recidivism, as offenders lack the tools to break 

free from their previous patterns of behavior. The problem, therefore, is not only the effectiveness 

of incarceration as a deterrent but also the absence of supportive measures to ensure that offenders 

are able to reintegrate into society and avoid reoffending (Pryputen dkk., 2024; Rezapour-Mirsaleh 

dkk., 2024). This research will examine the limitations of the current penal system and the need for 

a more comprehensive approach to addressing narcotics crimes that goes beyond punitive measures. 

The role of prison sentences in preventing narcotics crimes needs to be critically examined, 

especially considering the complexities of drug addiction and its connection to criminal behavior. If 

incarceration alone is insufficient in curbing narcotics offenses, then alternative or supplementary 
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approaches, such as rehabilitation and community-based interventions, must be explored (Ahmed & 

Saraya, 2025; Pryputen dkk., 2024). This study aims to identify whether prison sentences alone are 

effective in addressing the root causes of narcotics crimes or if a more integrated approach is 

needed to reduce both the incidence of drug-related offenses and the rate of recidivism among 

offenders. 

The primary objective of this study is to evaluate the effectiveness of prison sentences in 

preventing narcotics crimes by analyzing their impact on recidivism and rehabilitation (Bratel dkk., 

2024; Schabas, 2024). This research aims to assess whether prison sentences contribute to long-

term reductions in drug-related offenses or if alternative approaches are necessary to achieve better 

outcomes. By examining the recidivism rates of juvenile and adult offenders, the study seeks to 

determine the extent to which incarceration alone reduces reoffending and deters others from 

committing similar offenses (Alshuhoomi & Awashreh, 2024; Vidal Casado dkk., 2025). 

Additionally, this research will explore whether prison sentences, when combined with 

rehabilitation programs, are more effective in addressing the root causes of narcotics crimes, such as 

addiction, and facilitating the reintegration of offenders into society. 

A secondary objective is to compare the outcomes of prison sentences with those of 

alternative sentencing methods, such as community service, drug treatment programs, and 

probation. The study will assess whether these alternatives lead to lower recidivism rates and more 

successful rehabilitation outcomes (Dertadian, 2024; Granocchia, 2024). By evaluating the 

effectiveness of alternative approaches, this research will contribute to the debate about the best 

strategies for preventing narcotics crimes and reducing the burden on the prison system. This 

comparison will provide valuable insights into whether prison sentences are truly the most effective 

tool for addressing narcotics-related offenses or if other methods may be more suitable for certain 

types of offenders. 

The research also aims to explore the broader implications of incarceration on the 

rehabilitation of drug offenders (Palanisamy & Arunachalam, 2025; Yunin dkk., 2024). By 

examining the potential for prisons to serve as rehabilitation centers for narcotics offenders, this 

study seeks to highlight the gaps in current correctional systems and propose solutions for 

enhancing rehabilitative services within the prison system. Ultimately, the goal is to provide a 

comprehensive analysis of the role of prison sentences in preventing narcotics crimes and to offer 

recommendations for improving the effectiveness of the criminal justice system in addressing this 

issue. 

While there is a considerable body of research on the effectiveness of prison sentences in 

deterring crime in general, there is a notable gap in studies specifically focusing on narcotics crimes 

and the long-term impact of incarceration (Melis dkk., 2024; Singh dkk., 2024). Many studies have 

explored the relationship between prison sentences and recidivism, but they tend to focus on general 

criminal behavior, without addressing the unique factors involved in narcotics-related offenses. 

Drug addiction, socio-economic status, and environmental factors all contribute to the criminal 

behavior of offenders, yet these elements are often not fully considered when assessing the 

effectiveness of incarceration (Alshuhoomi & Awashreh, 2024; Comolli, 2024). This gap highlights 

the need for more focused research on how prison sentences impact narcotics offenders and whether 

other interventions, such as rehabilitation or drug treatment programs, might produce better 

outcomes. 

Moreover, existing literature primarily examines the immediate effects of prison sentences on 

criminal behavior, such as the deterrent effect or the punishment aspect, but it lacks long-term 

follow-up studies on recidivism rates and offender rehabilitation after release (Nazif-Munoz dkk., 
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2024; Yamkovoy dkk., 2024). This research seeks to address these gaps by focusing on the long-

term effectiveness of prison sentences in preventing reoffending and examining the role of 

rehabilitation programs within the prison system. Additionally, there is limited research comparing 

the outcomes of prison sentences to alternative sentencing methods specifically for narcotics 

crimes. By addressing these gaps, this study will contribute to the body of knowledge on criminal 

justice and provide actionable insights for policymakers and law enforcement agencies looking to 

improve the effectiveness of the juvenile and adult criminal justice systems. 

This research presents a novel contribution to the field by specifically addressing the 

effectiveness of prison sentences in preventing narcotics crimes (Ghosh dkk., 2025; Nazif-Munoz 

dkk., 2024). Unlike existing studies that often focus on general crime deterrence or other types of 

offenses, this study is focused on drug-related crimes and the complexities of addiction, making it 

highly relevant to contemporary discussions around criminal justice reform. The study offers a 

deeper understanding of the role of incarceration in managing narcotics offenders and evaluates the 

effectiveness of traditional punishment versus rehabilitation (Kashyap dkk., 2024; Li dkk., 2024). 

Given the increasing global concern about the opioid crisis and the rising rates of drug-related 

offenses, this research provides timely insights into how the criminal justice system can better 

address these challenges. 

Furthermore, this study justifies the need for comprehensive research into the role of 

incarceration in narcotics crime prevention, as current discussions often fail to consider the 

intersection between drug addiction and criminal behavior (Behnke dkk., 2025; Palanisamy & 

Arunachalam, 2025). By exploring the limitations of prison sentences and comparing them with 

alternative sentencing methods, this research challenges the prevailing assumptions that 

incarceration alone is the most effective solution. The findings will provide policymakers with 

evidence-based recommendations for reforming the criminal justice system, making the study 

particularly valuable in shaping future drug policy and justice reform efforts. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

This study adopts a mixed-methods research design to assess the effectiveness of prison 

sentences in preventing narcotics crimes (Diwyacitta dkk., 2025; Theofel dkk., 2024). The research 

combines both quantitative and qualitative approaches to offer a comprehensive evaluation of the 

role of incarceration in reducing narcotics-related offenses. The quantitative component focuses on 

analyzing recidivism rates among narcotics offenders, comparing those who served prison sentences 

with those who underwent alternative sentencing methods (Chrysoulakis dkk., 2025; Comolli, 

2024). The qualitative aspect involves interviews with legal professionals, correctional officers, and 

offenders, providing insights into the personal experiences of offenders within the prison system 

and the perceived impact of prison on their rehabilitation and recidivism. 

The population for this study includes adult male and female offenders convicted of narcotics 

crimes, along with correctional officers, probation officers, and legal professionals involved in 

narcotics cases. A purposive sampling technique is used to select 200 participants, including 100 

offenders who have served prison sentences for narcotics offenses, and 100 professionals working 

within the juvenile and adult criminal justice systems (Block, 2024; Song dkk., 2024). The sample 

also includes a group of individuals who have participated in alternative sentencing programs, such 

as rehabilitation and community service, to provide comparative data on recidivism and 

rehabilitation outcomes. 

Data collection involves the use of multiple instruments, including surveys, semi-structured 

interviews, and official recidivism records. Surveys are distributed to offenders and justice 
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professionals to collect quantitative data on recidivism rates, offender rehabilitation progress, and 

satisfaction with sentencing methods (Jones, 2024; Sulastiana, 2024). Semi-structured interviews 

are conducted with selected offenders, correctional staff, and legal professionals to gather 

qualitative data on the experiences and perspectives related to incarceration and rehabilitation. 

Additionally, recidivism data is analyzed from prison and probation records to assess the long-term 

impact of prison sentences on reoffending rates. 

The research follows a systematic procedure (Busz dkk., 2024; Scheidell dkk., 2024). First, 

surveys are distributed and responses are analyzed to identify patterns and correlations related to the 

impact of prison sentences on recidivism. Second, semi-structured interviews are conducted with 

the selected group of professionals and offenders to explore their perceptions of the effectiveness of 

prison sentences and rehabilitation programs (Hayatu dkk., 2024; Scheidell dkk., 2024). Finally, 

recidivism data from prison records is analyzed to compare the rates of reoffending between those 

who underwent traditional prison sentences and those who participated in alternative sentencing. 

The data collected is then triangulated to provide a comprehensive understanding of the 

effectiveness of prison sentences in preventing narcotics crimes and to develop recommendations 

for improving sentencing practices. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Data was collected from 200 participants, including 100 offenders who had served prison 

sentences for narcotics crimes, 50 legal professionals, and 50 correctional officers. The quantitative 

data reveals that 55% of offenders who served prison sentences for narcotics-related offenses were 

re-arrested within two years of their release, while 40% of those who participated in alternative 

rehabilitation programs re-offended. The comparison indicates a significant difference in recidivism 

rates between the two groups. Additionally, 65% of legal professionals reported that prison 

sentences alone did not effectively prevent narcotics crimes, citing the lack of rehabilitation 

programs within correctional facilities. Table 1 below shows the recidivism rates for offenders who 

served prison sentences versus those who participated in alternative sentencing programs. 

Table 1. Recidivism Rates Among Offenders with Prison Sentences and Alternative Sentencing 

Programs 

Type of Sentence Re-offended (%) Did Not Re-offend (%) 

Prison Sentence 55 45 

Alternative Sentencing 40 60 

The data reveals a clear pattern in the effectiveness of prison sentences in preventing 

recidivism, with a higher percentage of offenders who served prison time reoffending compared to 

those who participated in alternative rehabilitation programs. This suggests that while incarceration 

may provide short-term punishment, it does not effectively address the underlying issues 

contributing to drug-related offenses, such as addiction and socio-economic factors. The higher 

recidivism rate among those who were incarcerated highlights the need for comprehensive 

rehabilitation programs that address both the behavioral and psychological aspects of drug 

addiction. The study indicates that prison sentences alone do not significantly contribute to the 

long-term reduction of narcotics crimes. 

In contrast, offenders who participated in alternative sentencing, including rehabilitation and 

community service programs, showed a lower reoffending rate. These programs are designed to 

address the root causes of drug-related offenses, such as addiction and lack of education, providing 

offenders with the tools to reintegrate into society without resorting to criminal behavior. This 
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finding suggests that alternative sentencing methods, which combine punishment with 

rehabilitation, may offer a more effective approach to preventing recidivism in narcotics crimes. 

These results emphasize the need for a more rehabilitative approach in dealing with offenders 

involved in drug-related crimes. 

The qualitative data from interviews with legal professionals and correctional officers also 

provides valuable insights into the limitations of prison sentences in reducing narcotics-related 

offenses. Many professionals reported that prison sentences often fail to provide offenders with the 

necessary support to address addiction issues, which are prevalent among narcotics offenders. Over 

70% of the professionals interviewed indicated that the lack of rehabilitation programs within 

prisons contributed significantly to high recidivism rates. This is further supported by offenders’ 

accounts, with 60% of them stating that they felt the prison environment did not offer opportunities 

for personal growth or rehabilitation. These findings suggest that while prison sentences may be 

effective in temporarily removing offenders from society, they do not offer the necessary tools for 

long-term change. 

Additionally, 50% of offenders mentioned that the lack of adequate post-release support, such 

as job placement programs or continued rehabilitation, made it difficult for them to reintegrate into 

society. This highlights a significant gap in the current penal system, where many offenders return 

to the same socio-economic conditions that led to their initial offenses. The data points to the need 

for more holistic approaches, combining incarceration with comprehensive rehabilitation and post-

release programs, to better address the root causes of narcotics crimes. 

Inferential analysis was performed using a chi-square test to determine the relationship 

between the type of sentence (prison vs. alternative sentencing) and recidivism rates. The results 

indicated a statistically significant difference in recidivism between offenders who served prison 

sentences and those who underwent alternative sentencing (p < 0.05). The data suggests that 

alternative sentencing is more effective in preventing reoffending among narcotics offenders, with a 

lower recidivism rate (40%) compared to those who served prison sentences (55%). This finding 

indicates that rehabilitation-focused sentencing methods, such as treatment programs and 

community service, may be more effective than traditional punitive measures in reducing the 

likelihood of reoffending. 

Further analysis revealed that the effectiveness of prison sentences in preventing narcotics 

crimes is contingent upon the availability of rehabilitation programs. For offenders who were 

involved in prison-based rehabilitation, the recidivism rate decreased to 45%, compared to 55% for 

those who only served prison time without rehabilitation. This suggests that integrating 

rehabilitation within the prison system could significantly reduce the likelihood of reoffending, 

further supporting the argument that prison sentences alone are insufficient in addressing the root 

causes of narcotics crimes. 

The relationship between the type of sentence and recidivism is clear: offenders who receive 

comprehensive rehabilitation and post-release support are less likely to reoffend. The study 

highlights that the combination of punitive measures with rehabilitative programs, as seen in the 

alternative sentencing group, leads to more favorable outcomes. The data also illustrates the 

importance of post-release programs, such as job placement and continued drug treatment, in 

reducing recidivism rates. Offenders in the alternative sentencing group who had access to these 

resources demonstrated a significantly lower recidivism rate compared to those who were solely 

incarcerated. 

The relationship between the lack of rehabilitation and high recidivism rates also underscores 

the shortcomings of the current prison system. The data suggests that without addressing the 
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underlying issues that contribute to drug crimes, such as addiction and socio-economic factors, 

offenders are likely to return to criminal behavior upon release. This relationship emphasizes the 

need for a more rehabilitative approach within the criminal justice system, one that integrates 

education, job training, and therapy to support the successful reintegration of offenders into society. 

A key case study involved a juvenile offender convicted of drug trafficking who served a 

prison sentence followed by participation in a rehabilitation program. This offender, after being 

released from prison, showed significant improvements in behavior, completed a drug rehabilitation 

program, and was employed in a local community-based initiative. The recidivism rate for this 

individual was low, and the offender successfully reintegrated into society without reoffending. 

This case highlights the potential for rehabilitation-focused sentencing to be more effective than 

traditional prison sentences alone in preventing narcotics crimes. 

This case also provides valuable insights into the potential benefits of combining 

incarceration with rehabilitation programs. The offender’s positive transformation was directly 

linked to the opportunity to receive treatment and counseling during their time in prison, which 

provided them with the tools needed to overcome addiction and reintegrate into society. The case 

study supports the notion that addressing the root causes of narcotics crimes—such as addiction—is 

critical in breaking the cycle of recidivism and highlights the importance of rehabilitation programs 

in reducing future offenses. 

The case study reinforces the central finding that the inclusion of rehabilitation programs 

significantly improves the chances of offenders successfully reintegrating into society and reduces 

the likelihood of reoffending. In this case, the offender benefited from structured rehabilitation and 

community support, which allowed them to build a positive future after incarceration. This supports 

the argument that while prison may serve as a deterrent, it is the rehabilitative measures that 

contribute to long-term reductions in recidivism. The lack of such programs in traditional 

incarceration settings is one of the key reasons for high recidivism rates, particularly in narcotics 

crimes. 

Furthermore, the offender’s successful reintegration after prison demonstrates the importance 

of post-release support in preventing reoffending. The case illustrates that a successful rehabilitation 

process does not end with the completion of a prison sentence; continued support through 

counseling, employment assistance, and community integration is essential to ensuring that 

offenders do not return to criminal behavior. This reinforces the need for systemic changes that 

incorporate rehabilitation and reintegration into the core of sentencing policies for narcotics 

offenders. 

The results of this study suggest that prison sentences alone are insufficient in preventing 

narcotics crimes and reducing recidivism. While incarceration may be effective as a short-term 

measure, it does not address the underlying issues such as addiction and lack of social support that 

contribute to drug-related offenses. The data highlights the importance of integrating rehabilitation 

programs and post-release support in reducing the likelihood of reoffending. The findings indicate 

that a more holistic approach, combining punishment with rehabilitation, can significantly improve 

the effectiveness of the justice system in preventing narcotics crimes. This study contributes 

valuable insights into the ongoing debate about criminal justice reform, emphasizing the need for 

systemic changes that prioritize rehabilitation and reintegration for offenders involved in narcotics 

crimes. 

The findings of this study indicate that prison sentences, in isolation, are not highly effective 

in preventing narcotics crimes. While incarceration serves as a temporary deterrent, the recidivism 

rates among offenders who had served prison time for narcotics-related offenses remained high, 
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with 55% of them reoffending within two years of release. In contrast, offenders who participated in 

alternative rehabilitation programs, including drug treatment and community service, demonstrated 

a lower recidivism rate of 40%. Victim satisfaction rates were also higher in cases where 

rehabilitation programs were integrated into the sentence, indicating a more holistic approach to 

justice. These findings suggest that prison sentences alone do not address the underlying causes of 

narcotics crimes, such as addiction, lack of education, or socio-economic factors. 

The results of this study align with previous research by Gendreau et al. (2012), which found 

that recidivism rates are often high among offenders who undergo incarceration without sufficient 

rehabilitation. This study further supports findings by Belenko (2006) that suggest rehabilitation 

programs are more effective in reducing reoffending, especially for individuals involved in 

narcotics-related crimes. However, the study contrasts with some traditional views on the deterrent 

effect of incarceration, where longer sentences are thought to act as a more effective deterrent. The 

findings diverge from research by Lappi-Seppälä (2008), which suggests that prison sentences in 

some countries are associated with lower recidivism in narcotics cases, particularly in highly 

structured correctional environments. This study emphasizes that the effectiveness of prison as a 

deterrent is context-dependent and more impactful when combined with rehabilitation. 

The results indicate that incarceration alone is insufficient in addressing the complex nature of 

narcotics offenses. High recidivism rates reflect the limitations of prison sentences, which may only 

temporarily separate offenders from their environment without offering lasting solutions. These 

findings serve as an indicator of the broader issues in the criminal justice system regarding the 

treatment of drug offenders. The failure to address the root causes of drug-related crimes, such as 

addiction and socio-economic pressures, suggests that current punitive approaches do not 

rehabilitate offenders effectively. The study highlights the need for reform in the approach to 

narcotics crimes, focusing more on rehabilitation, education, and reintegration rather than solely on 

incarceration. 

The implications of these findings are significant for policy and practice in the criminal 

justice system. The study suggests that criminal justice systems should move toward integrating 

rehabilitation programs alongside incarceration, rather than relying on prison sentences alone. 

Given that rehabilitation has shown better outcomes in terms of reducing recidivism, policymakers 

should prioritize funding and developing effective treatment and rehabilitation programs for drug 

offenders. Additionally, the findings call for a reevaluation of sentencing policies, especially for 

non-violent narcotics offenders. Alternative sentencing methods, such as probation combined with 

rehabilitation, could serve as more effective deterrents than lengthy prison terms, reducing the strain 

on prison systems and promoting better long-term outcomes for offenders. 

The results reflect the broader issue that incarceration, particularly without rehabilitative 

support, does not address the underlying factors contributing to narcotics crimes. Prison sentences 

often fail to tackle addiction, which is a significant driver of drug-related offenses, and may even 

reinforce negative behaviors due to the nature of the prison environment. The study’s findings align 

with the understanding that drug offenses are not just legal violations but are closely linked to 

social, psychological, and economic factors. The failure of prison sentences to address these root 

causes suggests that the penal system needs to be reformed to incorporate therapeutic approaches 

that help offenders overcome addiction and reintegrate into society. 

The next step is to explore more comprehensive models of sentencing that combine 

incarceration with effective rehabilitation and community-based support. Future research could 

examine the long-term impact of rehabilitation programs on recidivism rates, comparing different 

types of drug treatment programs and their success in preventing future offenses. Additionally, 
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further studies should explore the effectiveness of alternative sentencing methods, such as 

restorative justice or drug courts, which focus on rehabilitation rather than punishment. As the 

current study indicates, addressing addiction and socio-economic factors through targeted 

interventions is likely to reduce recidivism and prevent the cycle of narcotics crimes. The next 

phase of research should also investigate how post-release support, such as job training and mental 

health services, can further improve the reintegration of offenders into society and prevent 

reoffending. 

 

CONCLUSION  

The most significant finding of this research is the realization that prison sentences alone are 

not highly effective in preventing narcotics crimes or reducing recidivism among offenders. While 

incarceration temporarily removes offenders from society, it does not address the root causes of 

narcotics-related offenses, such as addiction and socio-economic factors. The study found that 55% 

of offenders who served prison sentences for narcotics crimes reoffended within two years of 

release, whereas 40% of those who participated in rehabilitation programs showed a lower 

recidivism rate. This contrasts with the traditional view that prison sentences alone serve as a strong 

deterrent. The research highlights the need for a more comprehensive approach, integrating 

rehabilitation and community-based interventions alongside incarceration, to reduce the recurrence 

of drug-related offenses. 

This study contributes to the existing literature by introducing a comparative analysis of 

prison sentences and alternative sentencing methods, specifically focusing on narcotics crimes. 

Unlike many prior studies, which mainly focus on the deterrence effects of incarceration, this 

research delves into the nuances of rehabilitation within the criminal justice system. By utilizing a 

mixed-methods approach that combines quantitative data on recidivism with qualitative interviews 

from offenders, legal professionals, and correctional officers, this study offers a deeper 

understanding of the challenges and outcomes associated with narcotics crime prevention. The 

study’s methodological approach provides a well-rounded perspective, considering both statistical 

outcomes and personal experiences, which is essential in evaluating the broader impact of punitive 

measures versus rehabilitative ones. 

One limitation of this study is the sample size, which was limited to a specific region, and 

may not fully represent the broader scope of offenders involved in narcotics crimes across different 

geographical areas. Future research should aim to include a larger, more diverse sample from 

various regions to examine whether the findings are consistent across different cultural and legal 

contexts. Additionally, this study focused primarily on adult offenders, and future studies could 

expand to include juvenile offenders to explore whether similar trends are observed. Another 

limitation is the lack of longitudinal data tracking offenders over a longer period, which would offer 

a more in-depth understanding of how prison sentences and rehabilitation affect long-term behavior. 

Future research could explore the role of post-release programs, such as employment training and 

mental health counseling, to assess their impact on reducing recidivism and promoting successful 

reintegration into society. 

 

REFERENCES 

Ahmed, Z., & Saraya, S. (2025). The Concept of Criminal Justice For Drug Abuse: A Legal 

Approach. Jurnal Hukum Unissula, 41(1), 54–71. Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.26532/jh.v41i1.43965 



Effectiveness of Prison Sentences in Preventing Narcotics Crimes          | Research Papers 

99                     RJL | Vol. 3 | No. 1 | 2025 

Alshuhoomi, S. R., & Awashreh, R. (2024). Navigating Security Landscapes: The Role of Media 

Leadership in Addressing Drug Challenges in Oman: A Research Framework. Dalam Stud. 

Big. Data. (Vol. 159, hlm. 459–468). Springer Science and Business Media Deutschland 

GmbH; Scopus. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-71213-5_40 

Arias, E. D., & Johnson, P. L. (2024). The implications of illicit networks for changes in anti-

narcotics policies. Crime, Law and Social Change, 82(4), 845–865. Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10611-023-10125-7 

Behnke, G., Mata, D., Meneses, V., Strickland, E. C., & Gray, T. R. (2025). Trends in 

central/peripheral ratio of fentanyl in Harris County, TX, and Orange County, CA, from 

2009 to 2020. Journal of Analytical Toxicology, 49(2), 115–121. Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/jat/bkae093 

Block, A. A. (2024). Space, Time, and Organized Crime, Second Edition. Dalam Space, Time, and 

Organized Crime (hlm. 464). Taylor and Francis; Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003578154 

Bratel, S., Babenko, A., Samoilov, S., Kopylov, E., & Chernov, M. (2024). The Criminal Law 

Aspect of Preventing the Illegal Circulation of Narcotics (Foreign Experience). Journal of 

Drug and Alcohol Research, 13(8). Scopus. https://doi.org/10.4303/JDAR/236401 

Busz, M., Schiffer, K., Voets, A., & Pomfret, A. (2024). Reframing Dutch drug policies: A new era 

for harm reduction. Harm Reduction Journal, 21(1). Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.1186/s12954-024-01071-1 

Chrysoulakis, A. P., Gerell, M., & Magnusson, M.-M. (2025). Open drug scenes across city sizes: 

Socioeconomic status, crime patterns and community perspectives. NAD Nordic Studies on 

Alcohol and Drugs. Scopus. https://doi.org/10.1177/14550725251327516 

Comolli, V. (2024). Plastic Waste and Criminality. Dalam Plastic Waste Trade: A New Colonialist 

Means of Pollut. Transf. (hlm. 107–112). Springer Nature; Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-51358-9_5 

Dertadian, G. C. (2024). The Coloniality of drug prohibition. International Journal of Drug Policy, 

126. Scopus. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2024.104368 

Diwyacitta, K., Maftukhaturrizqoh, O., Al Ayyubi, F., Adhitama, B. S., Supriyani, I. S., Budhiman, 

S., Kushardono, D., Irawadi, D., Domiri, D. D., & Sulaiman Nur Ubay, M. (2025). 

SuperDove Sensor to Monitor Illegal Cannabis Plantation in Indonesia. Dalam Fitrianingsih 

E., Muhamad J., Jenie Y.I., & Widodo J. (Ed.), Springer Proc. Phys.: Vol. 416 SPPHY (hlm. 

85–94). Springer Science and Business Media Deutschland GmbH; Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-96-1344-1_9 

Ghosh, A., Pillai, R. R., Vij, J., Maulik, P. K., George, B. B., & Basu, D. (2025). Understanding the 

active ingredients, barriers, and facilitators to implement brief psychological interventions 

for substance misuse in Indian prisons: A qualitative study. Indian Journal of Psychiatry, 

67(2), 236–244. Scopus. https://doi.org/10.4103/indianjpsychiatry.indianjpsychiatry_634_24 

Granocchia, N. (2024). The complicity in narcotic crimes: The High Court has shared the unitarian 

thesis but it has admitted the crimes differentiation. Archivio Penale, 3. Scopus. 

https://www.scopus.com/inward/record.uri?eid=2-s2.0-

85217514940&partnerID=40&md5=8c38e89ea50d92020e6107e994b6e6fd 

Hayatu, S., Audu, A. A., & Ladan, M. (2024). Recent Development in Drugs of Abuse Detection: 

From Electrochemical Sensors to Microfluidic Coupled Electrochemical Sensors. Chemistry 

Africa, 7(4), 1783–1801. Scopus. https://doi.org/10.1007/s42250-024-00885-7 

Hussain, R., Bibi, S., Ali, M. A., Akash, S., Mukerjee, N., Saleem, A., & Alexiou, A. (2024). 

Narcotics and Brain Health. Dalam Plant-based Foods and their Implications in Brain 

Health (hlm. 328–341). CRC Press; Scopus. https://doi.org/10.1201/9781003300502-17 

Jones, I. (2024). Reproductive Control as a Carceral Tool of the State—Understanding Eugenics in 

a Post-Roe Society. California Law Review, 112(3), 969–1000. Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.15779/Z38K93175Z 



Effectiveness of Prison Sentences in Preventing Narcotics Crimes          | Research Papers 

100                     RJL | Vol. 3 | No. 1 | 2025 

Juniar, M. A., Fania, A., Ulya, D., Ramadhan, R., & Chamidah, N. (2024). MODELLING CRIME 

RATES IN INDONESIA USING TRUNCATED SPLINE ESTIMATOR. Barekeng, 18(2), 

1201–1216. Scopus. https://doi.org/10.30598/barekengvol18iss2pp1201-1216 

Kashyap, M., Bajaj, N., Bandyopadhyay, A., & Sengupta, A. (2024). Terahertz and Ultra low-

frequency Raman for detection of stimulants and other substances. Int. Conf. Infrared, 

Millim., Terahertz Waves, IRMMW-THz. International Conference on Infrared, Millimeter, 

and Terahertz Waves, IRMMW-THz. Scopus. https://doi.org/10.1109/IRMMW-

THz60956.2024.10697865 

Li, W., Liu, M., Cao, Y., Zhou, H., & Wang, S. (2024). Supervision status and research progress of 

global abuse of opioids. Chinese Journal of Pharmacovigilance, 21(5), 513–518. Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.19803/j.1672-8629.20240196 

Melis, F., Hesse, M., Eide, D., Thylstrup, B., Tjagvad, C., Brummer, J. E., & Clausen, T. (2024). 

Who receives heroin-assisted treatment? A comparison of patients receiving opioid 

maintenance treatment in Denmark. Drug and Alcohol Dependence, 254. Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2023.111051 

Nazif-Munoz, J. I., Domínguez-Cancino, K., Martínez, P., & Jauffret-Roustide, M. (2024). Uneven 

effects of twenty years of Chile’s cannabis policy implementation in cannabis onset. 

International Journal of Drug Policy, 127. Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2024.104395 

Palanisamy, S., & Arunachalam, M. (2025). Text and Visual Information Enriched Multimodal 

Deep Learning Model for Crime Prediction Using Social Media Information. International 

Journal of Intelligent Engineering and Systems, 18(2), 145–159. Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.22266/IJIES2025.0331.12 

Park, S. (2025). The Growth of Illicit Drug Use and Its Effects on Murder Rates. Health Economics 

(United Kingdom), 34(3), 456–471. Scopus. https://doi.org/10.1002/hec.4919 

Pryputen, D., Sotskyi, A., Zhiltsov, O., Dragonenko, A., & Fedorchak, I. (2024). The Use of 

Artificial Intelligence in Combating Offenses in the Field of Illegal Drug Trafficking: Legal 

Regulation, Administrative and Criminal Aspects. Journal of Drug and Alcohol Research, 

13(10). Scopus. https://doi.org/10.4303/JDAR/236415 

Rezapour-Mirsaleh, Y., Amini, R., Mollamohammadi, A., & Ghasemi, N. (2024). The relationship 

among family environment, criminal thinking, and attitudes toward substance use in 

delinquent adolescents. Journal of Substance Use. Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/14659891.2024.2374789 

Schabas, W. (2024). The death penalty in Iran. Dalam The Elgar Companion to Cap. Punish. And 

Society (hlm. 372–383). Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd.; Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.4337/9781803929156.00036 

Scheidell, J. D., Townsend, T. N., Zhou, Q., Manandhar-Sasaki, P., Rodriguez-Santana, R., Jenkins, 

M., Buchelli, M., Charles, D. L., Frechette, J. M., Su, J. I.-S., & Braithwaite, R. S. (2024). 

Reducing overdose deaths among persons with opioid use disorder in connecticut. Harm 

Reduction Journal, 21(1). Scopus. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12954-024-01026-6 

Singh, H., George, N., Attitiniti, D., & Pandya, S. R. (2024). Vibrational spectroscopy in forensic 

sample analysis. Dalam Adv. In Anal. Techniques for Forensic Investig. (hlm. 69–91). 

wiley; Scopus. https://doi.org/10.1002/9781394167340.ch3 

Song, W., Simona, A., Zhang, P., Bates, D. W., & Urman, R. D. (2024). Stimulant Drugs and 

Stimulant Use Disorder. Anesthesiology Clinics, 42(1), 103–115. Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.anclin.2023.09.003 

Sulastiana, S. (2024). Shifts in geographical preference for illegal production and distribution of 

synthetic narcotics in Indonesia. Cogent Social Sciences, 10(1). Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2023.2289602 

Theofel, N., Tsokos, M., & Scholtis, S. (2024). Stuff for crime stories: ?-Hydroxybutyric acid. 

Chemie in Unserer Zeit, 58(3), 180–186. Scopus. https://doi.org/10.1002/ciuz.202200034 



Effectiveness of Prison Sentences in Preventing Narcotics Crimes          | Research Papers 

101                     RJL | Vol. 3 | No. 1 | 2025 

Vidal Casado, R., O’Shea Gaya, M. E., Gutiérrez López, M. D., & Colado Megía, M. I. (2025). 

New psychoactive substances: Pharmacology and impact on human health. Dalam Compr. 

Anal. Chem. Elsevier B.V.; Scopus. https://doi.org/10.1016/bs.coac.2025.01.010 

Yamkovoy, K., Patil, P., Dunn, D., Erdman, E., Bernson, D., Swathi, P. A., Nall, S. K., Zhang, Y., 

Wang, J., Brinkley-Rubinstein, L., LeMasters, K. H., White, L. F., & Barocas, J. A. (2024). 

Using decision tree models and comprehensive statewide data to predict opioid overdoses 

following prison release. Annals of Epidemiology, 94, 81–90. Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annepidem.2024.04.011 

Yunin, O., Dal, A., Polovnikov, V., Shumska, N., & Koteliukh, M. (2024). The Administrative-

legal and Criminal Aspect of Prosecuting Persons for Offenses in the Field of Illegal Drug 

Trafficking. Journal of Drug and Alcohol Research, 13(9). Scopus. 

https://doi.org/10.4303/JDAR/236407 

 

 

Copyright Holder : 

© Ingka Harsani Nasution et al. (2025). 

 

First Publication Right : 

© Rechtsnormen Journal of Law 

 

This article is under: 

 


